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Foreword 
 

Towards the end of 2014, I offered my services to Life Members 

Peter Bradford and Lance Chapple, to assist in any way they might 

choose with the never-ending work they had undertaken with the 

Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron (RSYS) Archives. My only 

stipulation was that I did not want to take the lead ï simply be a 

worker. They said, ñFind out something about the Beecroft 

paintings.ò 

 

The paintings are a series of watercolour caricatures of eminent 

RSYS members, painted by Lawrence Herbert Beecroft, the earliest 

in 1908 and the last in 1933. 

 

For as long as I could recall, the paintings had been on walls upstairs 

in small meeting rooms and hidden from general view of the Clubôs 

members. When the refurbishment of the accommodation and 

meeting rooms was undertaken, with Bruce Gould, Malcolm Levy 

and Lance taking the lead, the paintings were stored by the Archive 

Committee. Recognising the interest they could create if they were 

displayed more prominently, a professional ñPicture Hangerò was 

employed and a suitable location was sought within the Clubhouse.  

The northern entrance to the Club was chosen in 2013; however, no-one really knew much of the history of the 

artist or the stories which might be unlocked by the subject matter. 

 

I was given no conditions by the Archive gang ï ñJust go for it, John and see what you come up with.ò Having 

been heavily involved in unlocking the history of my own family, I set to with a vengeance. I chose one at 

random and started. Peter provided me with a publication about the artist from the Randwick Historical Society 

titled ñLawrence Herbert Beecroft: An entertaining artistò by Ellen Waugh. A copy of the booklet has been 

placed in the archives and a further copy was recently purchased and placed in the Clubôs library for easy access 

to interested members. 

 

Little did I know how very interesting the project was and soon I became enmeshed in the lives of Beecroft and 

his subjects, many of whom were not only prominent yachtsmen but major contributors to the development of 

Sydney and the RSYS 100 years ago. 

 

The following essays are the results of my research with one exception. David Payne, a member of the RSYS 

Historical Committee and Curator of Historic Vessels at the Australian Maritime Museum wrote the essay on 

Walter Reeks, the famous naval architect. These essays are not biographies although sometimes an obituary or 

such has provided a neat summary. The emphasis is always on the subjectôs relationship to the RSYS and the 

sailing community. It was a member of the Albert family who engaged Beecroft for the Club and you will find a 

reference to that occurrence in the essays. 

 

Beecroftôs talent was prodigious. He had the knack, particularly in the earlier paintings prior to World War 1, to 

capture his subjects, always with a whimsical slant. My thanks to RSYS member John Jeremy who expertly 

photographed them for me ï not an easy task. 

 

Some of the essays have been printed in the RSYS Logbook, but not always in their complete version. So here 

are the essays unedited. I hope you enjoy them. 

John Maclurcan 

April, 2016 
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E. Hungerford  
 

Members may have noticed that the northern entrance to the Club has recently been enhanced by the addition of 

framed caricatures which used to be hidden in some of the rooms upstairs.  I first noticed them while chairing 

protests 30 years ago.  While awaiting the protagonists, I would study the art work.  I always was amused by the 

number of gents smoking pipes. 

 

The caricatures are the work of Lawrence Herbert Beecroft.  Beecroft was born in Reading in England in 1864 

and immigrated to Australia in 1905.  He is recorded in the National Library of Australia as a ñWidely printed 

early 20th century Sydney painter, miniaturist, postcard artist and theatrical lightning sketch artist and lecturer.ò  

As a result of my research, I learnt that between his arrival in 1905 and 1920, he made many detailed portraits 

of the La Perouse Aboriginal community and became a handwriting expert called upon to give evidence in court 

cases.  He dabbled in miniature works, etchings and landscapes.  His sister and 2 of his uncles were 

missionaries and he became a painter of religious pictures in the 1920s.  He died in 1951. 

 

Only 2 months after his arrival in Sydney, the following appeared in the paper: 

 

Friday, 26th April, 1905 - The Sydney Morning Herald 

THE BEECROFT ENTERTAINMENT. 

Mr. Herbert Beecroft's second entertainment at the Centenary Hall last night 

enabled him to bring forward a series of humorous lightning sketches of 

characters in Charles Dickens' novels, and again his vivid caricatures of 

gentlemen in the audience won him deserved applause. 

 

Of particular interest to us is that he was invited in 1908 by Frank Albert, a 

surname that lives on today at the Club, to begin a series of humorous but 

genteel studies of members of the Club.  The last of these portraits is dated 

1933.  Each portrait usually has a suitably chosen nautical background, 

reflecting the personality or the role at the Club of the subject. Recently, my 

favourite marine photographer and RSYS member, John Jeremy, met me at the 

Club and we chose 6 pictures at random to photograph.  These were to be the start of research on the stories 

behind the images. 

 

I chose Mr. E. Hungerford as the first to research and I laughed out loud as I studied the painting.  It is titled ñA 

Thankless Job.ò  The painting dates to 1908 and guess what: he was a Race Officer and the Club 

Handicapper.  There was sinister work at hand with my choice. 

 

Edward (Ned) Hungerford joined the Club in 1896.  He died in 1956 so he was a member for 60 years.  In fact, 

he was a resident for over 50 years and thereby active in everything for the Clubôs welfare.  To quote from 

ñSydney Sailsò, the Squadronôs History book, 1862 to 1962, in 1954, he was ñninety years of age and never 

neglected to criticize the committees, declaring stoutly óThat is what committees are for.ôò 

 

In the painting, he is 

writing ñIf there is 

any trouble with this 

handicap I must 

politely refer the 

Owners to the 

Artist.  He is 

responsible.ò 
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The other page lists the competitors, owners and comments as follows: 

 

¶ Awanui ï Saxton ï 3 minutes behind 

¶ Rawhiti ï Brockoff ï in front while she can 

¶ Magic ï Murray ï ? P & O Ship 

¶ Culwulla ï Marks ï 10 minutes 37 seconds 

¶ Petrel ï Trebeck ï 12 minutes 5 seconds and a 

half 

¶ Heather ï Murray ï 13 minutes (if she starts) 

¶ Kukuburra ï Cutler ï ? New Mast 

¶ Scotia ï Bremner ï if off the slips ï 21 minutes 

¶ Tartan ï M.O & Mate ï Started last week 

 

Underneath this list, the papers say ñdetermined to be 

revenged upon you, Sir, at the earliest moment, so 

look out..é. Choice of weapons I leave to you, 

Yours etcò and the banded sheaf of papers is titled 

ñChallenges.ò  Maybe they were challenges to the 

handicapper or maybe they were protests.  Don 

Taylor, nonagenarian member, suggests they might 

be challenges for the Sayonara Cup.  He tells me the 

ratings were always contentious and that may explain 

on the left the blue book of Y.R.A. ratings (today we 

have IRC). 

 

The wooden box on the right is a ballot box.  Maybe 

the competitors voted on their handicap.  God help 

Mr. Hungerford if so.  Once again, Don Taylor 

suggests it would have been a ballot box for the 

election committee which seems much more likely. 

 

Here is a description of Closing Day, 1905. 

 

25th March, 1905 - The Sydney Morning Herald 

SAILING. 

ROYAL SYDNEY YACHT SQUADRON. 

The Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron will close their season this afternoon with a ladies yacht race, and a 

sweepstakes for boats on the supplementary list. In the first event sails are limited to fore and aft canvas, and no 

booming out. Ladies must be at the helm, but in the boat race it is optional for them to be in charge. The 
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handicaps are: Yachts: Sirocco (E. W. Knox), Culwulla (W. M. Marks), and Scotia (T. W. Bremner), scratch; 

Actaea (E. C. Jones), 5m; Gulnare (C. E. Waters), Bull-Bull (C. W. Barker), and Lah Loo (W. C. Heron), 9m; 

Golarmi (G. A. Heath), 11m.  Boat race: Vailele (H. M. Shelley), scratch; Iris (B. J. Newmarch), 8m; Mischief 

(D. Roxburgh), 4m; Tartan (E. Hungerford) and G. Henty, 9m.  The first event will start at 2.45, and the 

second at 3.15, both being sailed over a course starting from Neutral Bay, round Pilelight, back round Fort 

Denison to starting point.  As the handicaps are to be given at the start luffing when off the wind cannot be 

indulged in.  The prizes will be presented at the Clubhouse immediately after the races.  No steamer will follow 

the races, but a very fair view will be obtained from the Club lawn. 

 

The following has a delightful reference to Mr. Hungerford. 

 

Monday, 22nd October, 1945 - The Sydney Morning Herald 

AT VICTORY REGATTA 

GUESTS ARRIVE BY YACHT 

Gay flags which "dressed the ship" of the Royal Sydney Yacht 

Squadron, Kirribilli, on Saturday afternoon, fluttered in a good 

sailing breeze for the Victory Regatta, which marked the opening of 

the sailing season.  It was the first opening regatta held since the 

1938 season, and many of the guests arrived in yachts which later 

took part in the races.  The Commodore of the squadron, the Duke 

of Gloucester, sent a telegram with best wishes for the sailing 

season.  Members sat in the waterfront gardens of the Clubhouse to 

watch the 143 yachts, from 12 to 32 footers, which took part in the 

races.  Mr. and Mrs. Claude Plowman anchored their yacht, 

Morna, near the squadron Clubhouse, and Mr. and Mrs. F. B. 

Clapp also watched the races from their yacht, Westwind.  After 

sailing across to Kirribilli with Mr. James Hardy in his yacht, 

Windward, Miss Pamela Bushell and her father, Mr. Percy Bushell, 

arrived at the Clubhouse rather wet, because a small naval craft 

had partly swamped the dinghy bringing them ashore. Miss Bushell was wearing a large scarf gaily printed 

with the regimental badges of the British Army, which her sister, Mrs. Anthony Oxley, sent her from England.  

Wearing a yachting cap which he acquired in 1877, Mr. Edward Hungerford was one of the oldest members of 

the squadron present. The last important occasion on which he wore the cap was when he started the last 

Sayonara Cup ocean race in 1932. Mr. W. L. Dendy, who won the last Victory Regatta race on February 8, 

1919, in his yacht Magic, also attended. 

 

The last reference to Mr. Hungerford comes from ñSydney Sails.ò  In 1892, the Club meetings were held in the 

Post Office Chambers, Pitt Street, opposite the G.P.O. on the site where the Commonwealth Bank was erected 

in 1917. 

 

ñA humorous comment on this Clubroom was made in 1953 by a veteran yachtsman, Edward Hungerford, who 

had joined the Squadron as a young man in the 1890s: óThe Squadron met in a little upstairs room in the Post 

Office Chambers, where twenty people could assemble.  The members used to go up there, and occasionally the 

honorary secretary was present.  It had as a bar a small locker in which were a bottle of whisky and a couple of 

bottles of beer, some glasses and a money-box.  The Squadron stayed there many years,ô the veteran 

whimsically added, óthere were some stirring meetings upon which the libel law prevents me from dwelling.ôò 

 

Their emergence of this artwork to a proud location in the Club is welcome.  There is a wealth of history behind 

each painting and the Archive Committee has undertaken to unlock this history in future editions of the 

Logbook.  We hope you enjoy the journey of discovery with us. 

 

Copyright:  John Maclurcan, 2019       December, 2014 
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W. M. Cameron 
 

It is worth remembering that when L. Herbert Beecroft arrived in Australia in 1905, he was aged 41.  He had an 

established career and a fine reputation in London, so he was quickly able to establish his reputation ñdown-

under.ò 

 

Thursday, 20th April, 1905 - Evening News 

NOVEL LECTURE ENTERTAINMENT. 

An attractive sketch lecture entertainment has been arranged by Mr. H. N. Southwell, for Easter Monday night, 

at Centenary Hall, York-street, to introduce Mr. Herbert Beecroft. This artist has recently arrived from 

England, with a good reputation as a novel entertainer. He illustrates people met with every day, and 

caricatures them; also, any of the audience who seek such distinction. His work is highly spoken of. Variety will 

be added to the programme by the aid of George P. Boyle, the popular pianist, Miss Ethel Uggins, contralto, 

Miss Florrie Flett, soprano, and Mr. H. Fahy, accompanist. 

 

The following article is the earliest reference I have been able to locate linking Beecroft to the water.  It refers 

to a meeting of the Motor Boat Club.  This might have been what prompted RSYS member, Frank Albert, who 

was in attendance at the meeting, to recommend Beecroft to the Squadronôs committee. 

 

Wednesday, 25th March, 1908 - The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser 

MOTOR BOAT CLUB. 

The complimentary dinner given by the Club on Wednesday night to Mr. P. C. Mitchell, the commodore, on the 

eve of his departure for England, was a success. The evening was filled in with characteristic sketches by Mr. 

Herbert Beecroft, humorous addresses by Mr. Empson, and songs. Mr. F. Albert, who presided, proposed the 

toast of 'The King,' and Mr. Empson that of 'The Commodore.' Mr. Mitchell was presented with a framed 

illuminated menu card to commemorate the function. 
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For this essay about Beecroftôs caricatures, I have chosen Wallace McPherson Cameron.  The caricature is not 

dated but I think it is likely to be an early drawing, maybe 1908, because Mr. Cameron was Vice Commodore 

from 1897 to 1902.  I was interested in my research to learn that quite often Vice Commodores did not progress 

to Commodore as was the case with Mr. Cameron.  Mr. Cameron was also a member of the Sydney Amateur 

Sailing Club.  He started sailing at Balmain in the 1880s in his 16 foot ñSophia.ò 

 

I have included a photo of Mr. Cameron with Beecroftôs caricature to illustrate just how accurately he captured 

his subject: in Mr. Cameronôs case, heavy jowls, a thick neck and a roguish moustache.  The drawing indicates 

that Mr. Cameron was a musician.  Note the violin on the piano top, the box with the broken string on the floor 

and the banjo leaning against the piano.  The lyrics of the sheet music start with ñWhenever I meet heré.ò and 

on the floor ñTa Ran Ta Ra.ò  The latter is a chorus from the ñPirates of Penzanceò, a popular Gilbert and 

Sullivan operetta of the period.  At the top right-hand side of the painting appear the words ñChorus Boys!ò My 

interpretation is that Mr. Cameron is asking his audience to join in on the chorus.  Note too the portholes.  This 

implies that the piano was inside a motor vessel, probably Mr. Cameronôs.  A piano accompanied by a sing-a-

long is now obsolete.  In the early days of the twilight racing in the 1970s and 1980s, Al Willis, a loyal race 

official and an accomplished pianist, would play a white piano and Gordon Ingate was always keen to add his 

vocal talents to the crowd. 

 

Many RSYS Members at the turn of the last Century were notable characters in Sydney society.  Furthermore, 

they often came from families who really contributed to the growth and development of the city.  Wallace 

Cameron was such a man and therefore I have included an article about his father which is most interesting.   

The letter is signed ñDescendantò who might have been Wallace Cameron himself. 

 

Tuesday, 4th March, 1924 - Sydney Morning Herald 

BALMAIN PIONEERS. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD. 

Sir, - I hardly think the list of Balmain pioneers would be complete without the name of Ewen Wallace 

Cameron.  Mr. Cameron came to Van Diemen's land in 1822 with his father, Lieut-Colonel Cameron, who 

brought a detachment of the Buffs in charge of convicts. He resided at Darling Point, but in 1860 bought a 

large property in Balmain, now known as Ewenton, from the late R. Blake (strange to say, his grandson and Mr. 

Blake's granddaughter have recently been married). Shortly after he became a partner in the firm of Thos Mort 

and Co. (now Goldsbrough, Mort, and Co.). 

 

Mr. Cameron not only took a great interest in all public affairs but gave freely of his time and his money for the 

advancement of Balmain, and many of its streets now bear the names of members of his family. Always an 

enthusiast in military matters, Mr. Cameron founded No. 2 Company of the old NSW Volunteers, and became 

its first captain, his officers being the late Lieut-Colonel Longfield, Major G. Bagot Slack, Under-Major 

Theodore Jaques, then Registrar General. The band was almost wholly supported by the captain. In the year 

1845, Captain Cameron (always interested in the working man), in conjunction with Lieut. Wilkinson, convened 

a public meeting, with the result that the Balmain Working Men's Institute was formed, the first subsidy to 

which was given by the late Sir Henry Parkes. 

 

Captain Cameron's portrait in oils, given by the people of Balmain, still hangs in the institute. He took a great 

interest in church matters, and on one occasion, hearing an appeal for the church debt on St. Maryôs, Balmain, 

wrote a cheque on the leaf of his prayer book, and paid off the entire debt (over four figures). His tablet, erected 

by the people of Balmain, now hangs in the old church, together with the stained-glass window given by his 

family, and the carved oak pulpit given by his widow, as also a lectern to match, given by his friend, Mr. T. I.   

Jaques. His tablet as a lay canon is on the walls of St. Andrews Cathedral. He died at Ewenton, Balmain, in 

1876, in his 59th year. 

 

I could mention the names of many other Balmain pioneers, but feel that their friends will see that honour is 

given where honour is due. 



9 
 

I am, etc., 

March 3. DESCENDANT. 

 

It has been noted that Mr. Cameron owned some fine vessels, one being ñIduna.ò  The Iduna Shield is another 

trophy which is familiar to current Club members. 

 

Monday, 5th February, 1894 - Sydney Morning Herald 

THE YACHT IDUNA. 

The yacht óIdunaô, which was built for Mr. J. A. Gurner, of Victoria, in the year 1888, from designs furnished 

by Mr. Reeks, naval architect, has, we understand, been purchased by a gentleman well known in aquatic 

circles here. The óIduna'sô principal dimensions are: - l.o.a., 49ft. 5in.; beam, 12ft. 1in.; and depth, 8ft. 4in., 

registering 30 tons. At present she is being docked and overhauled generally, and will, it is expected, leave the 

Southern capital early next month. Her inventory is very complete for cruising. She will be yawl rigged, but for 

racing purposes will appear as a cutter. All her canvas is from Ratsey and Lapthorne's loft and is in the best of 

order.  It will be remembered that in the race for all yachts at the regatta held in Victoria in 1888 she was a 

competitor, having as opponent the óEraô, óVolunteerô, óWandererô, óJanetô, óTaniwhaô, &c. On that occasion 

the óIdunaô showed her sailing qualities. Yachting in Sydney Harbour has during the present season - or rather 

since the departure of the óVolunteerô - fallen off considerably, that is amongst the larger yachts. The arrival of 

the craft under notice will, no doubt, give a fillip to yachting, and next season we may expect to see both óEraô 

and óThelmaô with their big canvas set trying conclusions with the newcomer. 

 

Newspaper reporting has never been known for 100% accuracy.  In the next article a month after the first, 

ñIdunaò has grown 7 feet! 

 

Thursday, 29th March, 1894 - Evening News 

The Yacht óIdunaô. 

The yacht óIdunaô is once more in Sydney waters, having arrived from Melbourne after a somewhat lengthy 

passage. The óIdunaô, it will be remembered, was built in 1888 by Ellis from drawings furnished by Mr. Walter 

Reeks. Her dimensions are: Length overall, 56ft 6in; l.w.l., 46ft 6in; extreme beam, 12ft 1in; draught. 8ft. Her 

spars under cutter rig are: Mast, deck to hounds, 33ft; topmast fid to sheare hole, 29ft; boom, 42ft; gaff, 30ft; 

bowsprit, 20ft 6in; outboard spinnaker boom, 37ft; topsailyard, 26ft; and jackyard, 20ft ð which gives her a 

rating of 23.  For cruising she is yawl-rigged, her spars being: Main boom, 33ft 6in: gaff, 27ft; mizzen-mast, 

18ft from deck to truck; boom, 14ft 6in and gaff, 10ft 6in. Mr. W. M. Cameron is the owner of the óIdunaô. 

 

Wednesday, 29th April, 1896 - Referee 

SAILING 

SYDNEY YACHT SQUADRON'S CLOSING RACE. WON BY IDUNA. 

(By 'Weather-Eye.') 

It is strange that at the eleventh hour so big a fleet as that which mustered for the closing race last Saturday of 

the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron could be enticed from their moorings at a time when it could reasonably be 

expected that they would be dismantled for the Winter. Did conscience reproach some owners for lack of 

enthusiasm, and impel those who were seemingly loathe at an early stage in the season to help the Club in 

getting through with its programme, to rally up for once, if only for appearance sake?  It would seem so. 

However, the dilettante yachtsman was found slashing down to Manly in an exhilarating breeze from the south-

west, and no doubt he considered he was doing his duty. In the race both óEraô and óIdunaô, with all the canvas 

they were allowed to carry spread to the favorable breeze, soon forced their way to the front. óElectraô had the 

ill luck of a bad start, which hampered her considerably whilst away, but this perhaps was partly due to Mr. 

Dalley's crew, which consisted of ladies as well as men. óIdunaô held óEraô better than I thought she would on 

the beat up from Manly, and Mr. Cameron's win may be considered a very creditable one indeed.  Herreshoff's 

designer must have felt as pleased with himself as he was over the sloop's performance, for after giving óIseaô 

33secs at the Manly buoy she beat her home by over 6min. óIolantheô should have been well to the fore had the 

jaws of her gaff held out until after the race. Everybody felt sorry to see the old favorite left behind off Taylor 
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Bay.  However, Mr. Maclardy's was not the only casualty during the afternoon, for both óElectraô and óArchinaô 

met with some mishap, and consequently did not finish.  On the home tussle the small yachts, with one 

exception, and that, of course, óBronzewingô, were all left far behind. A noticeable feature at the Manly buoy 

was the manner in which some of the crews flattened down their mainsheets long before there was any 

occasion. 

 

Wednesday, 19th May, 1897 - Evening News 

A YACHT PILLAGED. THE THIEF CONVICTED. 

William Jones pleaded not guilty today in an indictment charging him with having on April 6 stolen a pair of 

marine glasses, a barometer, and other articles, the property of Wallace M'Pherson Cameron, from a vessel in 

port. On the night of the date mentioned the óIdunaô, a yacht, the property of the prosecutor, while lying in 

Snail's Bay, was boarded, and the articles stolen. The accused was subsequently arrested by Detective Brown 

and identified as the person who had pawned the marine glasses. The jury found the prisoner guilty, and he was 

remanded for sentence. 

 

Wednesday, 14th November, 1906 - Sydney Morning Herald 

SAILING. 

IDUNA SOLD. 

Mr. W. M. Cameron's fine 20-ton yawl óIdunaô, which has been lying at Ford's yard, in Berry's Bay, has been 

sold to an Adelaide yachtsman. Captain Baker will shortly sail her round to her new quarters. The racing gear 

and spars will be sent round by steamer. 

 

Mr. Cameron died the 24th of April, 1928. 

 

Thursday, 26th April, 1928 - Sydney Morning Herald 

OBITUARY. 

MR. WALLACE MCPHERSON CAMERON. 

The death occurred at his residence at Wollstonecraft on Tuesday of Mr. Wallace McPherson Cameron, at one 

time a very prominent yachtsman. Deceased, who was 62 years of age, was the third son of the late Mr. Ewan 

Wallace Cameron, of Balmain, and a grandson of Colonel Charles Cameron, an officer of one of the British 

regiments stationed in Australia in the early days of settlement.  Mr. Cameron carried on business as a 

merchant in the city until four or five years ago, when he retired.  In his young days he owned the yachts 

óIdunaô and óSophiaô, and the racing boat óGenestaô.  He is survived by Mrs. Cameron, one son, and two 

daughters.  His brother is the Rev. Ronald Cameron, of Turramurra, and his two surviving sisters are Mrs. 

John Waugh, of Mosman, and Mrs. Arthur Kingston Moore, of Hunter's Hill.  The funeral will take place this 

morning. 

February, 2015 

 

Copyright : John Maclurcan, 2019 
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J. A. V. Minnett  
 

You donôt have to be Einstein to work out from L. Herbert Beecroftôs caricature of John Alma Villiers Minnett 

that he acted as honorary treasurer for the Club for many years.  Mr. Minnett is asking ñWhereôs your 

voucher?ò  I have been in the office when accounting staff have been wading through the chits or vouchers to 

collate the memberôs monthly bills.  While it has taken just about a century since the painting was done for the 

Club to automate payments to some degree, the vouchers of sorts still exist.  The painting is undated, but I have 

determined that it would be probably 1908, not only because Mr. Minnett was active at this time but because the 

painting has the mischievous humour which dates all the pre-First World War ones. 

 

The gold painted money box has R.S.Y.S. written on the side but it is hard to see.  Next to the box is a cheque 

book and in front is a piece of paper with the heading ñSubscriptions Owingò listing who and the amount Ã4 4s 

4d. 

 

When I studied Beecroftôs depiction of Mr. Minnettôs face, the 

hair parted in the middle and the moustache were unmistakable.  I 

noticed he had painted the eyes a little sterner than in the photo, 

maybe to reflect the seriousness of the role of Treasurer as he asks 

with a direct stare ñWhereôs your Voucher?ò with outstretched 

right-hand. 

 

The etchings on either side are intriguing.  The left-hand one 

shows Mr. Minnett standing on the cross trees of a vessel holding 

an RSYS burgee and the caption says, ñAs I was.ò  The second 

drawing shows Mr. Minnett at the helm of his dinghy named 

ñHaideeò which he raced at the Sydney Amateurs.  An RSYS 
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burgee flies from the masthead.  In both drawings, Mr. Minnett is recognisable by his walrus moustache. 

 

I was mystified by the meaning of the first drawing until I located the following article from 1907. 

 

Saturday, 16th November, 1907 - The Arrow  

Mr. J. A. Minnett is the honorary treasurer of the RSYS of which he has been a member for nearly 20 years. 

Mr. Minnett has been in his time, a crack forward hand. In the early seventies he obtained a general knowledge 

of seamanship, aboard small vessels trading between Tasmania and the other Australian States, which he has 

since put to good service. Coming to Sydney as a youth, his worth was 

soon recognised in the sailing arena, where he was not long in 

making his mark. In the spirited days of the 24-footors he sailed many 

a race in the óLottieô, and in the no less famous óCarlottaô under such 

skippers as Montgomery and George Ellis. Later on, when 10-footers 

were in vogue, he sailed with Mr. P. O. Williams in the óAntheaô and 

óDesdemonaô. To us, however, Mr. Minnett is best known as a 

yachtsman. His first yacht was the óIoneô. Afterwards he belonged to 

the crews, generally as a forward hand, of the óWaitangiô, óMagicô, 

óMirandaô, óElectraô, óAssegaiô, óThelmaô, and óEraô. Mast head work 

was Mr. Minnett's specialty and many a risk he took of delivering 

himself over to old Davy Jones. Once, while sailing a race in 

óWaitangiô against óMagicô, when it was blowing hard from the S.E., 

Mr. Minnett experienced perhaps his narrowest escape. He had been 

sent aloft to take in the topsail when the skipper changed his mind and 

called him down just as the yacht put her nose round South Reef. His 

feet had hardly touched the deck before the mast went overboard, 

carrying everything with it. A few moments earlier and Mr. Minnett would have gone too. But he has come 

through all the dangers of the deep unharmed and all the better for his experiences. 

 

In ñSydney Sailsò, I found the following photo which only identifies 3 of its subjects.  Look closely.  Thatôs 

John Minnett in the second row on the left. 

 

 



13 
 

Mr. Minnett was also an active member of both the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club and the Sydney Amateur 

Sailing Club.  He often acted as ñOfficer of the Dayò on a steam launch which followed the Clubôs racing.  He 

also served as president of the North Sydney Baseball Club and the North Sydney Orphanôs Club for a period.  

In 1913, he was elected to the committee of the newly formed Automobile Club of Australia. 

 

Here is a sample of newspaper articles referring to Mr. Minnett.  Like so many Squadron members of the 

period, he had multiple interests.  His sons were famous cricketers. 

 

Friday, 3rd November, 1899 - Evening News 

A pleasing ceremony, took place on Thursday at the offices of the New Zealand Insurance Company, when Mr. 

J. A. Minnett, the newly appointed manager of the company, was the recipient of a framed group of the officers 

of the Sydney branch, bearing the following inscription: 'Presented to Mr. J. A. V. Minnett by the staff of the   

Sydney branch of the New Zealand Insurance Company, upon the occasion of his appointment as manager for 

New South Wales.' The recipient expressed himself pleased at the good feeling exhibited by the staff upon his 

appointment, which augured well for the future success of the company. 

 

Thursday, 21st September, 1905 - Evening News 

MR. J. A. MINNETT. 

Mr. J. A. Minnett, Sydney manager of the New Zealand Fire and Marine Insurance, to-day celebrates his 32nd 

anniversary in the service of the company. Mr. Minnett entered the company in the humble capacity of boy, and 

by strict adherence to duty and business principles, rose step by step to positions of higher responsibility, finally 

being appointed to the managerial chair, which he has occupied for several yearôs past. 

 

Wednesday, 12th June, 1907 - The Sydney Mail and NSW Advertiser 

A PECULIAR INCIDENT. 

In the match at Petersham Oval between Petersham and Chatswood, a peculiar incident, which fortunately 

carried with it no serious result, occurred. Mr. J. A. Minnett, vice-president of the New South Wales Baseball 

Association, and one of the keenest supporters of the game, was a spectator. A ball from the striker came at a 

terrific rate, and struck an umbrella which Mr. Minnett was holding, breaking it into two portions. The end 

portion was knocked several yards away; the top of the handle was left in his hand. Whilst he was trying to 

realise what had happened, the next ball delivered by the pitcher struck the remaining portion of the umbrella 

held by him and this time his thumb required bandaging. 

 

The following is an extract from a lengthy article titled ñYachting Past and Presentò about the development of 

yachting in Sydney: 

 

Wednesday, 6th November, 1907 - The Sydney Mail and NSW Advertiser 

ééAfter the retirement of its first treasurer, Mr. Dangar, the Squadron had many honorary treasurers, but 

since Mr. J. A. Minnett was elected, nineteen years ago, there has been no change, and no desire for change. 

Year in and year out Mr. Minnett has endured the drudgery of bookkeeping which his important office entails. 

The treasurer has his fingers on the pulse of a Club, and it is he who can tell, on the basis of the hard facts of 

credit or debit, what its health really is, and so it is that the position is such an important one. And for just that 

reason the Squadron elected Mr. Minnett its treasurer, and wishes to keep him at his post as long as he can be 

induced to stopéé 

 

Wednesday, 25th October, 1911 - Referee 

THE MINNETTS IN CRICKET. 

Mr. J. A. Minnett, the father of the three brothers, has every reason to be proud of them. He is a light of the 

yachting world, and an automobilist, and yet his enthusiasm in cricket is so keen that he generally finds it 

convenient to see the Shoremen playing, though I have seen him drawn out to the 'Varsity matches.  He must 

find it difficult at times to determine whither he must travel. 
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The three Minnetts are probably superior all round to any other three brothers New South Wales has produced. 

The Gregorys were a wonderful set of brothers in cricket, but they were principally noted for batting and 

fielding, Dave, who captained the first Australian Eleven, being the only one who was a bowler of note, whereas 

L. A. and R. B. Minnett are first-rate bowlers. And although some of the Gregorys were before my time, I am 

inclined to think that the three Minnetts are at present a better collection of batsmen than any three of the 

Gregory brothers were, though in the days of the latter wickets were not so good as they are now. The Minnett 

brothers have come on the scene when a higher standard of play exists in New South Wales. And all three are fit 

for any team in the countryéé 

 

When Mr. Minnett retired as Treasurer, he was awarded Life Membership by the Committee. 

 

Thursday, 23rd January, 1936 - Sydney Morning Herald 

OBITUARY. 

MR. J. A. V. MINNETT. 

Mr. John Alma Villiers Minnett, who was well known in business and sporting circles in Sydney died at North 

Sydney yesterday morning, at the age of 81 years.  Born in New Zealand, Mr. Minnett came to Sydney Harbour 

60 years ago. For most of his business career he was associated with the New Zealand Insurance Co Ltd, being 

for many years up to his retirement in 1912 manager of the company's business in Sydney. More recently he 

was a member of the Sydney Stock Exchange and a director of the North Shore Gas Co Ltd and of the New 

South Wales Mont de Piete Deposit and Investment Co Ltd. He became a member of the Stock Exchange in 

September 1934 in order to maintain the continuity of the business of his son Mr. L. A. Minnett who was killed 

in a motor accident. Keenly interested in cricket himself, Mr. Minnett's three sons, the late Mr. L. A. Minnett, 

Mr. Rupert V. Minnett, and Dr. Roy Minnett, achieved either international or interstate honours in the game. 

His chief other pastimes were baseball and yachting. In addition to having an interest in the yacht óEraô, he was 

honorary treasurer of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron for 25 years. Mr. Minnett married Miss Milson, a 

member of the well-known North Shore family, who died in 1910. He had one daughter Mrs. N. C. Oakes.  As a 

mark of respect for Mr. Minnett, the Stock Exchange suspended business of the noon call yesterday. 

 

After Mr. Minnett died, a trophy was instituted in his memory.  From ñSydney Sailsò: 

 

ñSome new yachts came to the fore in the 1938-39 season, when F. C. McKillopôs óJudith Pihlô won the J. V. 

Minnett Memorial trophy, presented in memory of the Squadronôs long term honorary treasurer of bygone 

years, for the yacht with the best record in all races throughout the season.ò 

 

The J.A.V. Minnett Memorial Trophy is currently awarded to the winner of the Division 2 pointscore. 

 

February, 2015 

 

Copyright:  John Maclurcan, 2019 
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Walter Reeks  
 

2015 marks 90 years since Sydney naval architect and RSYS life member Walter Reeks passed away.  Reeks 

had an extraordinary career and his legacy lives on.  His letterhead was simple ï ñPractical & Consulting Naval 

Architect, & Marine Engineerò and he was probably Australiaôs first full time practicing naval architect, enough 

for a permanent niche in the history of the profession.  However, Reeks added to that with the credits of 

shipbuilder, surveyor, broker, lecturer, speaker, teacher, yachtsman, mining company director, member of 

community associations and supporter of the arts.  Within that web of activities, he produced over 300 designs. 

 

Born in Christchurch, England, in 1861 to a corn dealer, details of his youth are open to speculation.  Perhaps he 

had an aptitude for maths and drawing, and once this was mixed with the influence of yachts and ships, vessels 

he would have seen along the coast and in the Solent, his career was set.  In the late 1870s, he was apprenticed 

to Liverpool naval architect Alec Richardson, a contemporary of Fife, and he achieved a wide base of initial 

experience there and later at George Inmanôs shipyard on the Solent.  Arriving here in mid-1885, he settled into 

the Sydney scene easily.  He married and had two children; however tragically his first wife died while they 

were very young.  His home that he designed himself was on the hillside above Mosman Bay and his friends 

included the artists Tom Roberts and Arthur Streeton.  Tragedy struck again when his son and aspiring marine 

engineer Kent was killed in the UK in 1913. 

 

Once in Australia he quickly became Australian in outlook.  His Americaôs Cup challenge was to be an 

Australian venture, and writing in the Sydney Illustrated News May 1888 he notes ñWe are already abreast the 

times in yachting and sailingé.surely we shall soon lead the world, cease to speak of the American type and 

the English type, and have a type of our own, which other countries will look at with envious eyes, and call 

Australian.ò 
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Reeks joined the RSYS in 1886.  He rose to be Vice Commodore in 1906-1910 and was Honorary Measurer 

throughout his time as an active member.  He was also a member and measurer for many other Sydney Clubs 

and was widely respected in the yachting community.  The Herbert Beecroft portrait in the RSYS Collection is 

a classic pose.  He is aboard his launch Wahine (1902), steering with an arrangement he used on a number of 

launches, a pedestal and helm on the cabin top, engine telegraph to starboard.  His vice commodoreôs flag is 

captured as well.  THE BROWN FUNNEL ï now that must be his pipe. 

 

Reeks designed a series of stunning yachts, and the Squadron was lucky enough to have all five of his biggest in 

its fleet, along with one or two other classic vessels from his board.  The yachts Era, Miranda, Iduna, Volunteer 

and Thelma graced the harbour from 1887 through to the early 1900s, a sight captured in images, and a scene to 

rival anything elsewhere in the world; Era and Volunteer sparring - two 70 footers under full sail downwind; 

Thelma - a 56 footer that nearly brought the Sayonara cup to Sydney for the first time in 1909; Miranda - a 

large centreboard yawl on American lines.  His versatility and development of ideas was on show with these 

craft. 

 

From 1901 the graceful SY Ena for (Sir) Thomas Dibbs cruised the harbour, and after the war Bona was 

brought back to Sydney by Sir Charles Lloyd Jones, then sold to the Alberts becoming Boomerang. Meanwhile 

the Alberts had been active in racing, and both Rawhiti and Rawhiti II  were modified by Reeks to improve their 

performance.  When the national Restricted 21 Foot Class was set up, Reeks was heavily involved in the 

establishment, its administration and the management of the Forster Cup. 

 

The Americaôs Cup - just how close he came to putting a syndicate together is unknown, but reports indicate 

he had designed a yacht before the challenge was abandoned.  Soon after he was organising Volunteer to 

represent Australia in a match on San Francisco harbour against Lurline, a schooner, but that too fell short of 

funds.  In both instances it is now just as frustrating as then not to have seen them realised; could we have won? 

 

 
 

Era Sail plan 1887 Drawn D. Payne 2002 
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Beyond yachts, Reeks roamed widely in vessel design.  The ferries stand out.  He designed many of the early 

double-ended ferries used widely on the harbour - in particular the last five of the wooden Lady class around 

1910.  He also designed ferries for Hobart, Brisbane and Perth, steamers for New Zealand, and was the pioneer 

of the concept and shape for the iconic Manly ferries with Manly (1896) and Kuring Gai (1900).  The pearling 

luggers he designed from 1891 onwards put in place a yacht-like vessel for the Thursday Island and Torres 

Strait region, a style quite different from the type used in the northwest pearl fields around Broome, WA.  He 

also designed schooner mother ships that worked with the fleet. 

 

Motor launches became popular from the early 1900s and Reeks produced many of the early Australian designs.   

There were excursions into NSW river traders, a drogher for the same waterways, an explorerôs launch for the 

Fly River in Papua New Guinea and a federal steamer then motor yacht for their administrator, a prototype 

fishing trawler for the federal government, tugs, lighters, large steamers, vessel modifications and adaptations, 

even a model racing skiff.  His nephew was given plans for a model boat that taught him lessons in boat design. 

 

Reeks had firm design ideas and in the present era we might question some aspects.  He was an advocate of 

Archer's Wave Form theory at a time when the early scientific tank test and engineering approach of Froude and 

others was building the foundations of classical and technical naval architecture.  He worked toward cost 

effectiveness with supervised trials; and he was working at the leading edge of the period, using the latest 

materials, keeping aware of many developments, and showing an evolution of shape that seems to keep up with 

changing trends.  He was also prepared to take an unorthodox approach to meet the requirements for many of 

his designs. 

 

 
 

Thelma- Alec McCormick Collection. 
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The evidence we have from plans and specifications such as those for yachts prepared to Lloydsô scantlings of 

the period shows he represented the highest standards of engineering and it was the same with his styling.  He 

could be classic with such vessels as Bona or Ena, but at the same time he was trying new things.  Look at the 

bold lines of Kuring Gai and Manly, ram bowed with a straight deck over a curved sheer.  Thereôs a balance in 

these contrasting ideas. 

 

His drawings are meticulous.  Every item has been thought out by calculation or proportion and styled with an 

instinctive eye for a pleasing line.  Although often attracted to unorthodox ideas, they were based on a reasoned 

approach.  The cambered keel seen on Manly and Kuring Gai featured on other ferries was there to reduce 

wetted surface.  It was an idea he arrived at quite early in his career after cutting away deadwood on his first 

design Lady Mary.  He staggered the propellers on one shallow draft, tunnel-hull stern ferry, cut away forefoot 

on a river steamer then reproduced this on Musa, the Fly River exploring craft.  It probably helped if they got 

caught aground on sand banks and it would enable them to turn more easily in narrow rivers. 

 

Unorthodox to the end, or perhaps ahead of his time?  His final design was his own, very unconventional 

Restricted 21-footer called San Pan.  It had its mast set aft of amidships, a big fore triangle and a chine hull 

shape, all features seen on the latest super-maxi Comanche. 

 

Friday, 20th February, 1925 - Brisbane Daily Standard 

RESTRICTED YACHTS EXPERIMENT. 

WILL IT BE SUCCESSFUL? 

Mr. Walter Reeks has designed a new type of racing 21ft class of yacht to be known as the San Pan. (says a 

Sydney paper). The craft was afloat on Saturday, with Mr. Reeks at the helm, and Mr. Pros. Milson on the 

sheet. San Pan was not built with an eye to beauty, and her design is entirely new to Australia. Her mast, 

instead of being carrying well for'ard, is in the centre, giving her a unique appearance. San Pan, in a light air, 
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is not likely to trouble the present fleet, but in a stiff breeze she appears likely to take a lot of beating when 

properly tuned up. 

 

Mr. Reeks does not believe in following the conventions of others. He regards San Pan as an experiment and a 

type of boat that will lend itself to improvements. Probably the quaint one will have her first race next Saturday 

under the R.P.A.Y.C. flag. 

 

 
 

Midships section of Bona/Boomerang 

 

The Squadron can be proud of its close association with Walter Reeks. 

 David Payne 

May, 2015 

 

Copyright:  David Payne, 2019 
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Paul Ross 
 

Among the many skills of L. Herbert Beecroft, the water colour painter of the caricatures on display at the 

northern entrance of the Club, was handwriting.  In fact, Beecroft was often professionally employed in this 

capacity and the following reference demonstrates that he was still active at age 67. 

 

Tuesday, 13th October, 1931 - Lismore Northern Star 

COMMITTED FOR TRIAL, 

SYDNEY, Monday 

At the Central Police Court Alice Dunn (34), wife of Senator Dunn, was committed for trial on a charge of false 

pretences. Herbert Beecroft, hand-writing expert, expressed the opinion that the signature, James P. Dunn on 

certain documents was written by Alice Dunn. 

 

It was around this time that Beecroft produced his last paintings for the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron.  In 

1930, at age 66, his skill had not diminished.  The subject of this essay is Paul Alfred Ross who at the time was 

the Commodore of the Club.  Mr. Ross also was an ex-Commodore of the Royal Prince Alfreds, which was not 

uncommon because the Clubs were so closely allied. 

 

The yacht on which Mr. Ross stands is ñSayonaraò, which he had owned for almost 20 years in 1930.  This is 

the same ñSayonaraô which has been magnificently restored and appeared in Sydney in the last decade at 

Classic Boat events around the harbour.  She currently resides in Melbourne. 

 

Mr. Ross holds a sextant in his hands and with the caption at the top left-hand side, ñTwo minutes to Twelveò, 
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he is on standby to get his noon sights.  He clearly was a navigator and I note that he was a Fellow of the Royal 

Geographical Society.  The skills required to use a sextant are now gone as GPS and Satellite navigation have 

superseded the ancient art.  The Squadron burgee flies from the top of the mast and the surroundings indicate 

that Mr. Ross is off the coast. 

 

This caricature is one of quite a few which is in need of restoration.  In John Jeremyôs photo, foxing is clearly 

evident and the colours are not as vivid as they once were. 

 

ñSayonaraò was such an important vessel at the turn of the last century that I have been able to locate many 

articles with reference to her.  Here are some examples. 

 

Thursday, 21st March, 1912 - Evening News 

THE SAYONARA WEATHER BOUND. 

The yacht Sayonara, which has been purchased from Mr. Dickson, of Victoria, by Mr. Paul Ross, of Sydney, 

was weather-bound at Oberon Bay, Wilson's Promontory, on Wednesday at 5 p.m. and reported 'all well.' The 

yacht left Queenscliffe on Saturday morning last for Sydney, with a crew of six, in charge of Mr. W. Parker. The 

owner is represented by Mr. W. E. Moore. If she gets away to-day, and is favored by good weather, she may 

reach Port Jackson in about five or six days. 

 

Wednesday, 28th May, 1913 - Evening News 

THE BIG REGATTA. 

KEENNESS OF THE VICTORIANS SAYONARA'S SKIPPER EXPLAINS. 

Mr. Paul Ross, owner and skipper of the yacht Sayonara, has returned to Sydney from Melbourne, and when 

seen by an 'Evening News' reporter spoke of the prospects of the proposed Australian regatta which the 

Victorian yachtsmen are organising. Mr. Ross said, 'I was in Melbourne on private business, and naturally was 

interested in the scheme, and desired to find out all I could. For this reason, I accepted an invitation to a big 

meeting of delegates from the various sailing Clubs, held in Melbourne last week. There is no doubt about the 

spirit of the thing; these men are determined on making the regatta a success. Personally, I gave them all the 

encouragement possible; but also gave them clearly to understand that I was not speaking on behalf of anybody 

else. I was not a delegate.' Mr. Ross then mentioned that in addition to the races to be provided for visiting 

boats to the big regatta, other Clubs were prepared to place events on for their particular day before or after 

regatta; while the Brighton Club would have a regatta on its own, offering inducements to visitors. 'There is one 

statement I wish to contradict,' said Sayonara's owner and skipper. óIt has been stated in some of the papers 

that I have appointed Mr. W. H. Parker of Melbourne, as skipper of my vessel, and that he is coming to Sydney 

to take charge. Now, this is pure imagination on somebody's part. I have not appointed anybody, nor do I intend 

asking anyone to take the tiller. If the boat goes to Melbourne I will be there, and will sail her, too. That is why 

I bought the boat. I don't know how such a statement originated. Then, again, it is said a purse of sovereigns is 

being arranged for a race from Sydney to Melbourne. That, too, is moonshine.' 

 

The following extract from ñSydney Sailsò indicates a direction for the Club which is still evolving 100 years 

later. 

 

ñAgain, in 1914, there was an unofficial race, under Squadron auspices, for yachts with ladies at the helm. 

Mrs. Paul Ross steered Sayonara to victory, with Mrs. R. Adams second in Culwulla III, and Mrs. T. W. 

Bremner third in Scotia. At this time, as from its foundation, membership of the Squadron was a male 

prerogative. However, from its earliest years, a delightful aspect of cruising and other outings in Squadron 

yachts had been the presence of ladies on board, some of whom became adept in handling sail and tillers. The 

Ladiesô Races of 1911 and 1914 indicated the shape of things to come, when ladies would eventually be 

admitted as associate members of the Squadron.ò 

 

The next reference indicates that Mr. Ross must have learnt significant navigation skills. 
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Friday, 6th July, 1923 - Sydney Morning Herald 

Mr. Paul Ross, commodore of the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club, has passed the Board of Trade examination 

for a certificate as master of a foreign-going yacht. 

 

Tuesday, 21st October, 1930 - Sydney Morning Herald 

YACHT SQUADRON. 

FLAG OFFICERS. 

On the departure of Lord Stonehaven, who, during his term of office in Australia, was commodore of the Royal 

Sydney Yacht Squadron, the position of senior flag officer became vacant. At the general meeting, held in the 

Clubhouse, Kirribilli Point, Mr. Paul Ross was elected commodore, Mr. E. J. Bayly-Macarthur was appointed 

vice-commodore, and Mr. James L. Milson rear-commodore.  The commodore, Mr. Paul Ross, commenced his 

yachting career 27 years ago, when as owner of the half-rater Corella he raced with the Sydney Amateurs and 

the Neutral Bay Amateur Sailing Club. Three years later, in partnership with the late Professor S. J. Johnstone, 

he became owner of the 26ft coach-house cruiser óCanitaô. In 1911, he purchased his present yacht, the 

Sayonara, which had up to that date, represented Victoria in all the Sayonara Cup races. Mr. Ross took 

possession of her in Melbourne, and brought her to Sydney, racing until a few years ago with the various Clubs. 

Joining the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron in 1911, he was elected rear-commodore in 1925, and in 1928 took 

office as vice-commodore.  Mr. Ross has always taken a keen interest in all yachting activities, having been a 

member of the committee of the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club for the past 19 years and commodore in 1920-

22. He has been one of the representatives of the Prince Edward Yacht Club on the Sydney Yacht Racing 

Association since 1927. In 1922, Mr. Ross qualified for a foreign-going masterôs certificate, and is one of the 

few Sydney yachtsmen so qualified. 

 

Here are 2 pictures of ñSayonaraò, then and now. 

 

 
 

Tuesday, 22nd June, 1937 - Sydney Morning Herald 

OPENING OF SEASON. 

ROYAL SYDNEY YACHT SQUADRON. 

The beautiful old garden at the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, Kirribilli, which forms a natural amphitheatre 

with its gentle slope towards the water's edge, was well filled with an audience of three hundred guests on 

Saturday afternoon, who gathered to watch the races held to celebrate the opening of the sailing season. Other 

guests preferred vantage points on the yachts moored alongside the squadron's wharf, which were gaily dressed 

in honour of the occasion. The garden party is one given annually by the members of the squadron to mark the 

beginning of the summer season, and is much looked forward to by the guests, as the Clubhouse is noted as a 

perfect setting for parties. 

 

Tea was served at small tables on the lawn, and afterwards there was dancing on the wide verandah. The 
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associates' Clubroom, as well as the other Clubrooms, were also well patronised later in the afternoon, when 

the chill wind drove many of the guests indoors. 

 

Mr. Paul Ross (commodore of the squadron) and Mrs. Ross were among those who brought parties, Mrs. Ross 

wearing a black tailored suit and a small black bowler hat. Mr. E. J. Bayly-Macarthur (vice-commodore), was 

accompanied by Mrs. Macarthur, who was in a tobacco brown frock and coat and a brown hat. Mr. J. L. 

Milson (rear-commodore) and Mrs. Milson and Mr. J. Murray (hon. treasurer) also entertained partieséé 

 

Mr. Ross died on the 20th of June, 1937, and the following obituary appeared 2 days later. 

 

Tuesday, 22nd June, 1937 - Sydney Morning Herald 

MR. PAUL ROSS. 

Mr. Paul A. Ross, aged 58, who died at his home in the Appian Way, Burwood, on Sunday, was a director of 

Ross Brothers, Ltd., printers, Kent-street, Sydney. After leaving school he joined his elder brothers, Messrs. 

Hector L. and Albert Ross, in carrying on the business founded by his father, the late Mr. Hector Ross in 1862. 

The business was transferred to Kent-street in 1875 and was incorporated in 1905. 

 

Mr. Ross was one of Sydney's best-known yachtsmen. He began his racing career in 1903 with the Sydney 

Amateur and Neutral Bay Amateur Sailing Clubs. In 1911 he became the owner of the Sayonara, which, up to 

that date, had represented Victoria, in all the Sayonara Cup races. He took possession of the craft in Melbourne 

and sailed her to Sydney. 

 

He was Rear-commodore of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron in 1925, vice-commodore in 1928, and 

commodore in 1930. He retained the latter rank until last year, when Lord Gowrie was appointed to the senior 

office and Mr. Ross became vice-commodore. For 19 years he was on the committee of the Royal Prince Alfred 

Yacht Club. In 1924, he was elected a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. 

 

Mr. Ross was interested in tennis and was president of the Appian Way Club. He is survived by Mrs. Ross. 

 

April, 2015 

Copyright:  John Maclurcan, 2019 
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T H Kelly  
 

One the liveliest of L. Herbert Beecroftôs water colours of RSYS members is the vivid painting of Thomas 

Herbert (Bertie) Kelly.  This is also one of the paintings which is undated.  Mr. Kelly is depicted in a rain squall 

and southerly buster.  The view of Pinchgut indicates he is heading northwards across the front of the Club and 

he is running late because the caption at the bottom left says, ñHope I shanôt be Late!ò  My guess is that Mr. 

Kelly, who was a prominent Committee man and politician, may have not had a reputation for punctuality.  The 

painting is also unusual because Beecroft has signed in red. 

 

Bertie Kelly was another Squadron member who was a man of many interests and he is listed in ñThe 

Australian Dictionary of Biographyò as follows: 

 

Thomas Herbert Kelly (1875-1948), metal merchant, was born on 17 May, 1875, in Sydney, the second son of 

Irish-born Thomas Hussey Kelly and his native-born wife Mary Ann, née Dick.  Known to his friends as Bertie, 

he was educated at Sydney Grammar School and in England at Eton (1890-95) and Magdalen College, Oxford 

(B.A., 1898).  Thomas returned to Sydney in 1898.  On the death of his father in 1901, he became managing 

director of the family firm, the Sydney Smelting Co., and chairman of the Australian Alum Co.  He was musical 

and had some lessons from Joachim.  He played with the first violins in Roberto Hazon's Sydney Amateur 

Orchestral Society, but preferred chamber music, playing the violin or viola in several quartets.  He became 

very knowledgeable about music and its history. 

 

Handsome, clean-shaven, with smoothly parted dark hair and large, wide-set eyes, with his brother Willie, he 

was a dashing young man about town.  He belonged to the Australian and Royal Sydney Golf Clubs and the 

Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron of which he was a committee-member. At Christ Church, Hawthorn, Melbourne, 

Thomas married a widow Ethel Knight Moore, née Mollison, on 29 August 1903; they lived in the family home, 

Glenyarrah, Double Bay, until it was sold in 1913. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/kelly-thomas-hussey-3935
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hazon-roberto-6618
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/kelly-ethel-knight-6917


25 
 

The brothers shared an interest in politics and defence matters.  Thomas was defeated for the State seat of 

Hawkesbury in 1904 but represented Bourke ward on the Sydney Municipal Council in 1906-19.  He had joined 

the Australian Field Artillery in 1905 and, commissioned in 1907, was promoted captain in May 1908; 

transferring to the Australian Intelligence Corps in October, he was appointed major in 1910.  Stationed in 

Sydney, he commanded the A.I.C. (N.S.W.) from 27 May 1913 until 1919, as lieutenant-colonel from 1 July 

1914. 

 

From the 1920s Thomas Kelly was chairman of the Perpetual Trustee Co. and a director of Tooth & Co. Ltd 

and the Bank of New South Wales.  He helped to establish Koala Park at Pennant Hills as a sanctuary and 

advocated the use of Australian plants and trees in town planning.  A committee-member of the Royal 

Philharmonic Society of Sydney, he was a lavish host to visiting musicians and a friend of Melba and 

Verbrugghen.  When he built a house at Darling Point in the 1930s, he included a large music-room designed 

by his daughter Beatrice.  A good linguist, he was a member of the Dante Alighieri Art and Literary Society.  

He had a ponderous and didactic manner of speaking at times, but also 'that rare determination to make the 

best of things'.  His brother Frederick (with whom he was very good friends) found him 'a complete philistine 

about literature & especially poetry'. 

 

Thomas died of cancer in St Vincent's Hospital on 12 May 1948 and was cremated with Anglican rites.  He was 

survived by his wife, two sons and two daughters.  His estate was valued for probate at £58,944: his wife 

presented his important musical reference library to the University of Sydney. 

 

Mr. Kelly served as Rear Commodore from 1902 to 1904 and Vice Commodore from 1904 to 1906.  Here is an 

interesting extract from ñSydney Sails.ò 

 

ñAt the Squadronôs annual meeting in August 1902 T. A. Dibbs was re-elected commodore, with Dr. J. F. Elliott 

as vice-commodore, and T. H. Kelly as rear-commodore.  The financial ability of Commodore Dibbs and Rear-

Commodore T. H. Kelly, combined with the legal knowledge of Harold Cockshott, barrister, was chiefly 

responsible for bringing to a head the long-debated question of a suitable home for the Squadron.  In all 

probability the suggestion of acquiring ñCarabellaò came initially from Alfred and Arthur Milson, since the 

locality had been their grandfatherôs interest, and their father (James Milson II) was still living at a great age 

at ñElamangò, adjacent to ñCarabella.ò To the credit for a move that was to prove spectacularly successful 

should be added acknowledgment of the co-operation of Miss Fanny Tucker and the trustees of the Tucker 

Estate in facilitating the negotiationséééIn order to put the transaction on a formal legal basis, since the 

Squadron did not have the power to hold land, a company named ñYacht Squadron Club House Limitedò was 

incorporated on 19th November, 1902.  The company was registered as non-profit-making and limited by 

guarantee ñfor social and general recreation, yachting, and all kinds of sport.ò  It had power to carry into 

effect a provisional agreement dated 14th November, 1902 with Fanny Louisa Tucker, and to purchase, lease, 

or otherwise acquire and hold land or any real or personal property; to construct, improve, repair, furnish and 

maintain a Clubhouse, refreshment rooms, billiard rooms, wharves, boats, boatsheds, and shipsô slips; to carry 

on business as caterers; to establish a capital guarantee fund; and to borrow or raise money by debentures.ò 

 

The first directors of the company were: J. F. Elliott, T. H. Kelly, W. M. Cameron, George Waley, T. W. 

Bremner, and H. M. Shelley, with Sydney T. Wilson as secretary. The first issue of debentures was for £1,100, in 

units of £10. With these funds in hand, the directors began the renovations without delay.ò 

 

The following article is of interest.  It highlights that the Carleton Cup, an event which is awarded still over 100 

years later, was donated by Mr. Kellyôs father in memory of his brother Carleton who died at a young age. 

 

Wednesday, 3rd August, 1904 - Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser 

Sailing. 

Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron held the annual contest for the Carleton Cup on Saturday. The cup was given by 

the late Mr. T. H. Kelly to perpetuate the memory of his son, and the conditions are that the race is to be sailed 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/tooth-robert-4731
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/melba-nellie-7551
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/verbrugghen-henri-adrien-marie-8913
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over an outside course by yachts of 10 tons and over. The entries were: ð Iolanthe, 10 tons (allowed 80 

minutes); Electra, 29 tons; and Oithona, 19 tons. The course was from Neutral Bay round a mark off Botany 

Heads and back.  The Club added a prize of £10.  Iolanthe was not in good trim and gave up after going a few 

miles past the South Reef.  Oithona sailed very well and showed Electra the way for some distance, then the big 

boat drew away and eventually won by nearly 10 minutes. Mr. T. H. Kelly, son of the donor of the cup, is the 

owner of the winning yacht, and sailed her.  Mr. A. J. Soutar sailed his own boat, the Oithona. 

 

Wednesday, 3rd August, 1904 - Windsor and Richmond Gazette 

An Earnest REFORMER 

A Sketch of the Man. 

There are doubtless still numbers of voters in the vast Hawkesbury Electoral District who have not yet seen or 

heard the selected Liberal & Reform candidate, Mr. T. H. Kelly. Electors living in remote spots have not been 

able to get to his meetings, and much as Mr. Kelly would have liked to meet every one of them, this has been 

rendered quite impossible with the time at his disposal. Since the campaign started Mr. Kelly has not been idle, 

and has spoken in several places two, three or four times, putting in spare time calling on electors. He, with the 

band of great Reformers who have helped him in his cause, has spoken eloquently through the press to the 

whole electorate, and we are sure that hundreds of men and women who have had to deny themselves the 

pleasure of listening to his oral efforts have derived profit and pleasure from reading his printed speeches, and 

those of such men as Mr. J. H. Carruthers, Mr. B. B. O'Conor, Mr. W. C. Oakes, Mr. J. Garland, Mr. T. Jessep, 

Mr. David Storey, Mr. J. J. Cohen, Sir William McMillan, and last, but not least, Mrs. Rhys Davies. 

 

We would like to introduce Mr. Thomas Herbert Kelly for those who have neither seen nor heard him. He is a 

young Australian, imbued with an earnest and patriotic desire to do some good for his country. He is a man of 

wealth and has no sordid ends to serve ð no axe to grind ð and would sooner be a member of Parliament 

without the £300 a year allowance than with it. He is modest, but ambitious ð and a man without ambition is a 

sorry specimen of humanity ð yet he was diffident at coming out into the glare of public life. A student of 

politics, and a firm believer in the great principles of Liberalism, he viewed with alarm the dissolute trend of 

our political life, and the decadence of our natural prosperity and credit. Strong counsels prevailed, and he 

resolved to sacrifice the cozy comfort of private life and contest a seat in the State Parliament ð to make one of 

a band of patriots pledged to make the supremest efforts to restore our national credit. He is a man of culture 

and education, a methodical man in business, possesses a pleasing personality, and is approachable by the 

most humble and the most exalted.  In fact, Mr. Kelly is one of nature's gentlemen.  He is a delightful 

conversationalist, and as a public speaker is fluent, forcible, logical and convincing, has an extensive 

vocabulary, and is always happy in his choice of words, his construction of phrases, and the sequence of his 

matter.  He speaks extemporaneously and has a full and flexible voice.  He is a man of good physique, robust 

health, and fairly revels in the work of an arduous campaign in wet or fine weather.  Mr. Kelly is closely 

associated with one of our greatest industries, and, like his father before him, is devoting much time to the 

development of our iron mines.  He lives at Double Bay, and has offices in O'Connell street, Sydney. 

 

Most people like to see and hear the man for whom they desire to vote, but to all those who may not have had 

this pleasure by polling day, we can confidently commend Mr. T. H. Kelly as a man of irreproachable 

reputation, sound in politics, full of grit and resolution, and who has talents fit to win the highest and most 

honorable position his country can offer. He is a man who must come to the front, and not only would he grace 

and add to the store of wisdom in our legislative halls, but he is just the type of man likely to take a deep and 

kindly interest in any constituency which returned him and give every attention to their local wants. 

 

Mr. Kelly died on the 12th May, 1948. 

April, 2015 

 

Copyright:  John Maclurcan, 2019 
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C L Jones 
 

L. Herbert Beecroft produced artwork for the RSYS from 1908 to 1933 and the earlier paintings are generally 

more complex and full of Beecroftôs impish humour.  His painting of Charles Lloyd Jones is one of a number 

which are undated but my opinion is that it was done in the 1920s because it is rather straightforward, 

characteristic of the later caricatures. 

 

When one compares the photo of Mr. Lloyd Jones to the painting, one can see he is much younger in the 

watercolour.  He is hoisting a squadron burgee with 2 red dots on it.  Whereas nowadays this is the burgee 

which the Club Captain can fly from his vessel, at the time of the painting, the Club Captain office did not exist, 

so I assume it indicates Rear Commodore in which office Mr. Lloyd Jones served the Club from 1906 to 1908.  

The caption at the bottom says, ñA Retiring Dispositionò and I assume this is a sly reference to Mr. Lloyd 

Jonesô larger-than-life personality.  There are many references to him in ñSydney Sailsò, the RSYS Centenary 

Book so I have used that in this essay to tell his story. 

 

Some Biographical details 

At that meeting in 1904, the annual membership fee of the Squadron was raised to four guineas. The additional 

income not only permitted bigger prizes to be offered for racing, but also enabled improvements to be made to 

the Squadronôs home and allowed of the employment of a paid secretary in residence. 

 

The move to ñCarabellaò had brought, as expected, an increase in the Squadronôs membership. Among the new 

members was one who joined in 1903ðCharles Lloyd Jones, aged twenty-five years. Born in Sydney, he was 

the grandson of the founder of David Jonesô emporium, which had been established in 1838. Charles Lloyd 
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Jones as a young man had spent a few years in England, studying art. While sketching on the Blyth River in 

Suffolk, he had chartered a small yacht, and had sailed her for two seasons with the aid of one paid hand. He 

had then bought a North Sea trawler, Five Sisters, and sailed her with the aid of two fishermen, father and son. 

On returning to Australia early in 1903, he chartered the old deep-keel yacht Meteor, and joined the Squadron. 

He then, in 1904, bought Actaea (the old-time Sao, renamed), and in course of time was to become the owner 

and helmsman of far bigger and better yachts, to take his place in the history of the Royal Sydney Yacht 

Squadron, and to be long remembered as one of its members, and eventually, as its commodore. 

 

An exciting event 

In the meantime, Charles Lloyd Jones entered a challenge, on behalf of the Squadron, for the Sayonara Cup, 

with Thelma, which had been refitted and tuned up to racing pitch by her original designer, Walter Reeks, the 

Squadronôs vice-commodore. Thelma sailed from Sydney to Melbourne in January 1909, with her owner on 

board, and a skilled crew, consisting of Walter Reeks (helmsman), W. J. Creagh, ñSandyò Ross, J. A. Muston, 

Walter Moore, J. Dawson, and a professional yacht hand. The defender was, as expected, the redoubtable 

Sayonara herself, W. J. Robb owner. As previously mentioned, Sayonara had a length overall of 58 feet, but a 

waterline length of only 38 feet, which made her somewhat difficult to classify. She was three feet shorter than 

Thelma on the waterline, but five feet longer overall. Her sail-area was 2,071 square feet, whereas Thelmaôs 

was 2,144 square feet. She was of a few inches lighter draught than Thelma. Both yachts were approximately, 

but not exactly, of the ñ12-metreò class, but had been built before that classification was adopted in Australia. 

By mutual agreement this challenge match was to be sailed ñoff the markòðthat is, without time allowance, 

which would have been extremely difficult to compute. 

 

The match was sailed within the broad waters of Port Phillip, a basin with a landlocked expanse of 720 square 

miles and a shoreline of 130 miles. It is of almost circular shape with a narrow outlet to the ocean only 1% 

miles wide at the Heads. Port Phillip is virtually a sunken marsh, resembling the Zuyder Zee of Holland, with 

no islands, but many sandbanks, channels, and tricky tidal currents. It is of such an expanse that strong winds 

can heap up running seas within it, though free of ocean swell or other open ocean conditions. This was 

Sayonaraôs home ground, but challengers had no complaint to make on that score, since ocean racing outside 

Port Phillip Heads, in the surge of Bass Straitôs waters, and in the proximity of the notorious ñRipò, would 

have provided conditions even more difficult for strangers. 

 

The first race of the match was held on 5th February 1909. Sayonara led to windward and rounded the mark 48 

seconds ahead, but on the run to leeward Thelma passed her and crossed the finishing-line to win by 45 

seconds. 

 

Next day, on the triangular course of 21 miles, the Victorian champion outsailed the Sydney challenger and had 

a long lead on rounding the second mark. Though Thelma gained on the home run, Sayonara was the winner by 

the handsome margin of 9 minutes 57 seconds. One all! 

 

The third and deciding race, with a beat of 5 miles to windward and a run of 5 miles return to leeward, proved 

intensely exciting. The yachts were together at the rounding-mark, but Thelma lost time when the buoy was not 

found where her crew expected it to be. Sayonara found it easily, rounded it closely, took the lead, and sailed 

home the winner by 56 seconds. Charles Lloyd Jones made no excuses or complaints about the placing of the 

buoy, and, in a spirit of true sportsmanship, regarded the mistake as ñone of the chances of the game.ò 

 

A tragic event 

At the end of the season, Charles Lloyd Jones and Paul Ross agreed to sail a private match race between 

Thelma and Sayonara on a course within the harbour from Neutral Bay, round a buoy at Manly Cove, and 

return. On the day of the race, 8th March 1913, a south-easterly was blowing at whole gale force of up to 60 

mph, with heavy driving rain. Nevertheless, the yachtsmen decided to start. Thelma set three jibs and reefed 

mainsail, but Sayonara, with a whole mainsail, was well in the lead on rounding the mark at Manly. 
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Thelma on this day had a crew of nine: Charles Lloyd Jones (owner and helmsman), Walter Moore, Jack 

Evans, Oscar Meyer, Sandy Ross, C. W. Henty, Ray Diamond, T. Diamond-Colman, and Jack Mulgannon. All 

were wearing heavy oilskin coats. After rounding the buoy, Thelma began to overtake her rival on the beat to 

windward. Between the Heads, in the water open from seaward, the seas were heaped up twelve feet from 

trough to crest. 

 

Walter Moore, the mainsheet hand, was stationed beside Lloyd Jones when suddenly the yacht gave an 

unexpected lurch and Moore fell overboard. In an instant he was out of sight astern, no doubt hindered from 

swimming by his oilskin. 

Charles Lloyd Jones pulled the tiller 

hard over and attempted to jibe all 

standing. It was a courageous but 

dangerous manoeuvre in the conditions 

prevailing, but one demanded by the 

urgency of the occasion. The rigging 

carried way under the sudden strain, 

and, with a crash, the mast went over 

the side. Thelma lay almost on her 

beam ends with her sails in the water, 

with the eight men on hoard clinging 

precariously to anything they could lay 

hands on. Moore was nowhere to be 

seen. 

 

A pilot steamer, s.s. Burranda, in 

charge of an acting master, sighted the 

disabled yacht. It was not realized, 

however, that a man was overboard. 

The acting master, being at the time 

short-handed, decided not to attempt 

immediately to drift a towline to the 

yacht or to launch a boat. Instead, he 

headed at full speed for Watsonôs Bay pilot station, to embark the master of the Burranda, Captain Sweet, and 

additional crew for the rescue operations. 

 

Walter Moore was not sighted again. In the meantime, Thelma was drifting helplessly towards the ñbomboraò 

(hidden rock-reef) close inshore off Dobroyd Point. The Burranda hove in sight when the yacht was perilously 

near the cliffs. A lifeboat was launched, manned by three men, with a line aboard from the steamer. The boat 

ranged alongside Thelma, and the eight men on board the yacht were rescued. A few minutes later the yacht 

went ashore and broke up, becoming a total wreck. 

 

A search was made for Walter Moore, but his body was never found. He left a widow and big family, but Sydney 

yachtsmen subscribed generously to a trust fund, which assisted materially in the familyôs support and in the 

education of the children. The Squadron officially expressed its appreciation of the skillful seamanship and 

personal bravery of the captain and crew of the pilot steamer in the rescue operations and added a monetary 

reward for the three men who had manned the lifeboat. 

 

In memory of this tragic occurrence, Charles Lloyd Jones presented to the Squadron for annual competition a 

trophy known as the Thelma Plate. 

 

In 2015, my own yacht ñMorag Bheagò won the Thelma Plate awarded to the yacht in Division 2 of the 

Gascoigne Cup event with the lowest corrected time. 
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A new yacht 

In that year (1928), Charles Lloyd Jones purchased in Melbourne the 80-ft schooner Bona, and brought her to 

Sydney, where she had been built in 1903. She had been sailed at Melbourne as a cruiser, owned until 1915 by 

C. D. Wallace, and afterwards by Harry Howard Smith, and was then 25 years of age. In later years, Charles 

Lloyd Jones reminiscently stated, ñI watched her being built by Holmes of Lavender Bay, and always loved her. 

I did not see her for many a long day after that, until, one day, I saw her moored in the Yarra. There she was, 

just as beautiful and delicate as ever; the passing years had made no ravages on her, and she was as lovely as 

the day she was launched.ò 

 

The final chapter 

At the annual meeting in August 1949 J. M. Hardie retired from the office of commodore. He was (and is) a 

yachtsman of great experience; in earlier days he had cruised extensively in his numerous yachts; and, in his 

last love, Windward II, raced wherever a race was to be found. In his more active days, he would make or could 

meet, with relish, any challenge that had to do with sailing, proving a tough opponent, a modest winner and a 

sporting loser. He had filled the Squadronôs highest post with distinction and upon his retirement from the 

office of commodore he was elected to life membership. He was succeeded by Charles Lloyd Jones, artist, 

business man, philanthropist and veteran yachtsman, aged seventy-one, who had joined the Squadron in 1903, 

and had at various times owned the Actaea (the old Sao), the ill-fated Thelma, and the 80-foot schooner Bona 

(later sold to M. F. Albert and renamed Boomerang). Charles Lloyd Jones was knighted soon after his 

appointment and remained at the Squadronôs helm for the next six years, during which the Squadron made 

rapid headway under his wise leadership. He was elected a life member in 1953. 

 

Sir Charles Lloyd Jones, who served as Commodore from 1950 to 1955, died on the 30th July, 1958. 

 

April, 2015 

 

Copyright:  John Maclurcan, 2019 
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F Doran 
 

When J. Herbert Beecroft first came to Australia, he made his 

name with his ñentertainmentsò at which he would draw 

caricatures of members of his audience.  His comical drawings 

became quite famous.  Beecroftôs artwork is still in copyright so 

with the permission of the ñLook and Learn History Picture 

Libraryò based in London, I am able to show you his drawing of 

ñThe Sporting Girl.ò  ñSportingò could have many meanings.   

Does he mean athletic or ña good sportò?  With the set of her 

mouth, I suspect the former and my guess is she is a horsewoman. 

 

This essay expands upon the caricature of Fred Doran, dated to 

1922.  The painting illustrates a 21 foot Restricted Class yacht 

weighed down ñIn Ballastò with a swag of trophies.  The largest 

one has the inscription ñPeace Cupò which implies Mr. Doran 

may have won it not long after the cessation of war.  I was able to 

locate a description of the race for the Peace Cup in 1922 in the 

ñRefereeò, the journal dedicated to Sport 

from 1885 to 1939, when it ceased 

production due to the war.  Incidentally, my 

grandfather J. C. Davis was the editor of the 

ñRefereeò at this time. 

 

Wednesday, 1st March, 1922 ï Referee 

YACHTING 

PEACE CUP TO INEZ 

21 Footers Interesting Race 

(By PELORUS) 

The strong southerly on Saturday provided 

excellent sport for the 21ft Restricteds in the 

race for the Peace Cup, won by Mr. Fred 

Doran's Inez by 43sec from Lord Forster's 

Corella. The seven competitors for the 

Peace Cup rounded the distance mark at 

Manly within 25sec; the first six were only 

separated by 13 sec. Such evenness of 

sailing in the boats, and yachtsmanship in 

the crews, makes the spirit of sport rejoice. 

These little yachts, whose natal season it is, 

are a gift to yachting. The Club steamer of 

the R.S.Y.S. followed the yachtséé.. The 

officials of the day were Messrs. C. 
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Bartholomew, J. D. M. Goddard and Walter Reeks. 

 

The starters included one Queensland representative, the yachts 

that crossed the line being: Corella (Lord Forster), E. O. J. (J. L. 

Milson), Maroomba (D.MacTaggart, Queensland), Boomerang (A. 

Albert), Inez (F. J. Doran), Gumleaf (J. Alderton) and Cherry Too 

(A. H. Davies). The course was from Neutral Bay round Shark 

Island on port hand, round buoy at Manly, to a finish off the Club 

house. Boomerang got the best of the start, but was followed 

closely by Corella, Inez, Gumleaf, Cherry Too, E.O.J, and 

Maroomba. On the stretch to Shark Island, Corella overtook 

Boomerang and took the lead, while Gumleaf got the better of Inez, 

and E.O.J. was passed by Maroomba. At Shark Island the whole 

fleet rounded within 52 sec, the order being Corella, Boomerang, 

Gumleaf, Inez, Cherry Too, Maroomba, E.O.J.. 

 

ROMPED BEFORE THE WIND. The fleet fairly romped down the 

wind to the Manly mark, and numerous were the changes in 

position on the way. The yachts were in a bunch as they bore down 

upon the mark, which was rounded by the first six, with Maroomba 

and Corella in the lead, within 13 seconds of one another. 

Boomerang, on the heels of the rest, was last. With sheets hauled, 

the yachts soon separated on different tacks. The eastern shore was chosen by all except Inez, which, after 

having been crossed by Maroomba, made in the direction of  Dobroyd. Then Doran set to work and disposed of 

those ahead of him one by one. His first victim was Maroomba, then he headed E.O.J., doing very nicely, too, 

and then with one of those displays of skill for which he is noted, after a long tack across stream, he wrenched 

the lead from Corella, which was doing its best in the hands of Mr. Don Taylor. The times at the end of a 

splendid race were: Inez 5.10.1, Corella 5.10.44, E.O.J. 5.12.34, Maroomba 5.14.43, Gumleaf 5.15.12, Cherry 

Too 5.15.13, and Boomerang 5.17.46, Inez thus winning from Corella by 43 seconds, and the latter securing 

second place from E.O.J, by l min 50 sec. 

 

Here are more memories of Fred Doran who died in August, 1925. 

 

Saturday, 9th August, 1924 - Evening News 

YACHTING MEMORIES 

THE first race Mr. Fred Doran sailed in took place in 1879, when he skippered the Swallow. The race was on 

the programme of a regatta arranged in that year by rowing and sailing enthusiasts to raise funds to equip with 

a band the Vernon, a ship where the naughty were sent, and whose name kept many a good little boy good, all 

the time. The instruments were bought, and for many a year afterwards the band was heard at public functions 

in the city. After that race Fred Doran was one to be reckoned with on the harbor, and is still a master of the 

art. One of his greatest achievements was winning the Intercolonial championship for 22-footers at Sydney in 

1897. Twenty boats competed from all the Colonies ð they were not States then ð and the prize was £120. The 

Irex was the winner, and Fred Doran set the seal of fame on his name for ever. It was a wonderful day. It is safe 

to say that pretty well every steamer in Sydney Harbor followed the race. The Hunter River Company had 

steamers out, too. All were crowded. The Birkenhead, loaded with Balmainites, very nearly foundered. She got 

alongside Clark Island in the nick of time. It was in this race that spinnakers were used for the first time in 

Sydney. Formerly square sails were the fashion here, although the Queenslanders had long before that 

successfully tried the spinnaker. The race was sailed in a breeze from the E.S.E., steady all the time, so that 

everybody engaged was on his mettle. The victory of the Irex was hailed with great joy from the fleet of 

steamers in attendance. Few sailing men have had the same all-round experience of Fred Doran. He came up 

from the canvas dinghy to the deep-keelers, graduating through open boats, raters, and ocean-going yachts. His 
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last was one of the Restricted, which he sold lately. He is going to build another ð this time a real racer, and 

not a pleasure boat. ðBOB BACKSTAY. 

 

Wednesday, 19th August, 1925 - Evening News 

DIED AT DURBAN 

MR. FRED DORAN A GREAT YACHTSMAN 

News has been received in Sydney, of the death at Durban of Mr. F. Doran, formerly manager of the Port 

Jackson Company. Mr. Doran left for England some time ago in the Surie, but was taken ill on route, and when 

the ship reached Durban, he went into hospital there. Pleurisy and heart trouble had attacked him. 

 

For some time prior to his departure for England Mr. Doran had been ill, but a wonderful recovery enabled 

him to set out on a long-cherished trip to the Old Country. The flags on the Manly steamers were flown at half-

mast this afternoon as a mark of respect to a beloved former chief.  A typical Australian watersider, Mr. Doran 

was born 62 years ago, and began sailing about as soon as he could walk and talk. In his time, he handled all 

manner of craft from the canvas dinghy to the stately deep-keeler, being equally at home in the open boats as in 

the yachts. He was one of' the most unassuming of men, and though the undoubted champion of the harbor for 

many years he was the hardest man in the game to persuade to talk about himself. The writer had been a close 

personal friend of Fred Doran for 35 years, and during the whole of that long period he could never be induced 

to supply a photograph "for fear of it going in the paper.ò He avoided publicity of that kind, although he could 

not prevent a good deal of it. His record as a skipper could not be kept a secret. Mr. Doran was a generous 

critic, and never said an unkind thing about any competitor. He always sailed according to the rule and fought 

his fight albeit in the fairest possible way. For many years he was in the employ of Jas. McIntosh and Sons, of 

Pitt Street and, when not engaged in the firm's store, he was out on the harbor or pushing a bicycle through the 

country. 

 

TACTFUL MASTER For some years he had been manager of the Port Jackson and Manly Company and was a 

tactful master of men. He had a patient way of dealing with industrial differences, as is well-known to those 

closely associated with the ferry traffic of the port. His appointment to the position of manager of the company 

occasioned surprise at the time, but the directors considered they had a "find" in the famous sailing man and 

their choice was amply justified. Mr. Doran left a wide circle of friends. His family will receive wide 

expressions of deep regret and sympathy. 

 

Thursday, 20th August, 1925 - Evening News 

GREAT HELMSMAN GONE 

THE late Mr. Fred Doran was only a bit of a boy when he won his first sailing race, the occasion being a 

regatta up Hunter's Hill way, the proceeds of which went to equip the Vernon boys with a brass band. The old 

Vernon was then the ship to which the naughty boys were then sent. Fred Doran sailed a dinghy with the skill of 

a veteran, and, from that time onward, was one of the foremost skippers of the Commonwealth. In the good old 

days, the public went out in thousands to see the big sailing races, and a few years later Fred upheld the honor 

of the State in a contest over the Manly course when seagoing ships were chartered to follow the race. He 

seemed to possess the knack of anticipating the other fellow. In short, he was a born helmsman, but he never 

refused information or advice to anybody. The old push bike on which he toured every known road was as dear 

to him as the boats, and, as results proved, it was too much for him at the finish. A painful accident while on 

one of those rides stirred up some latent heart trouble, and he never fully recovered. The trip to England was a 

long-cherished idea. A few days before going he told me of all the places he meant to visit. His resting-place 

just now is Durban ð a long way from his native city and the scene of his triumphs. ðBOB BACKSTAY. 

 

July, 2015 

 

Copyright:  John Maclurcan, 2019 
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W M Paul 
 

After the first batch of caricatures painted by L. Herbert Beecroft for the RSYS in 1908/09 was completed, 

Beecroft became busy on other projects.  In particular, he was employed in 1911 by the Australasian Pioneer 

Club, which was founded in 1910, to paint all the founding members.  This was a unique occurrence and 

members were encouraged to pay for the portraits, thereby defraying the costs.  Beecroft became an ñArtist in 

residenceò and even had rooms in the Club itself at Hunter Street, city.  The prices were interesting.  A framed 

portrait in watercolour was 10 guineas.  By 1911, 90 portraits had been completed.  Not long after Beecroft 

completed this commission, he completed (1913) the painting of this essayôs subject, William (Willie)  Melvin 

Paul. 

 

 
 

Beecroftôs caricature of Willie Paul indicates that Mr. Paul was a keen fisherman, possibly deep sea by the look 

of the waves though the lure is unusual and the fish are rather small.  The lure looks like a snooker ball in a 

pocket, so I assume Mr. Paul frequented the billiard table at the Club. 

 

Mr. Paul was born in 1865.  In the 1890s, he owned a 23-foot yacht called ñVarunaò and was an active 

participant at the Sydney Amateur Sailing Club. 

 

Wednesday, 26th March, 1890 - Sydney Morning Herald 

AQUATICS. 

A meeting of the Sydney Amateur Sailing Club was held in Aaron's Exchange last evening. The vice commodore 

(Mr. P. R. Pedley) presided. The prizes won by Mr. O. E. Fairfax's Morna, in the race for yachts 21 rating and 

under, on March 1, and by Mr. N. Johnson's Irex, in the race for 22ft, open boats, on the same date, and also 
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prizes won in the race for painted boats, were presented. It was decided to close the season on Saturday, April 

26, with evolutions by the Club's fleet and a luncheon down the harbour. 

 

Mr. W. M. Paul has disposed of his 22ft half-decker Varuna to Mr. Dangar. The Varuna has been successful in 

her races under Mr. Paul's ownership, and there is no doubt she will be equally so under her new owner in next 

season's races. It is Mr. Paul's intention of having a boat of the same class built from his own designs. 

 

The following articles reflect the state of play prior to and during the First World War when the Clubôs 

activities ground to a halt.  It is also notable that there were 11 gentlemen on the General Committee but only 3 

flag officers.  Many of those listed were subjects of Beecroftôs artwork.  Our Mr. Paul is on the General 

Committee at this time and practicing dentistry in Macquarie Street. 

 

Tuesday, 27th August, 1912 - Sydney Morning Herald 

SAILING. 

ROYAL SYDNEY YACHT SQUADRON. 

ANNUAL MEETING. 

The enthusiastic reception of the 50th annual report by the members of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron at the 

Club House, Kirribilli Point, last evening augurs well for a successful season. 

 

Among the important items in the report is the record of the jubilee of the squadron on July 8 last, which event 

was marked by a dinner and the presentation of a silver cup and salver by Mr. E. W. Knox, an ex-commodore. 

The squadron roll numbers 251 members, an increase of nine during the year. The season opened on October 

14, 1911, when the commodore, Sir James R. Fairfax, entertained the members at a garden party, and there 

was a rendezvous of yachts off the Club house. The racing programme comprised five events open to all yachts, 

one for yachts of 10 tons and over, one for 8 metre yachts, ladiesô race, and races for auxiliary boats, tuck 

boats, skiffs, and dinghies, £117 12s being distributed as prize money. The championship was won by Mr. W. M. 

Mark's Culwulla 111. The class championship by Mr. C. Trebeck's Petrel. Two cups were won outright, viz., the 

Squadron Cup, presented by Dr. A MacCormick (to be won three times by the same yacht); and the Lipton Cup, 

presented by Sir Thomas Lipton (to be won twice by the same owner); the former having been competed for by 

yachts of the squadron each season since 1897-8, and the latter from 1909-10. The Australian Cup, presented to 

the Yacht Racing Association by the squadron, the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club, and the senior yacht Club of 

each of the other States of the Commonwealth, was won by Mr. Anker, who represented Norway with his yacht 

Rollo at the first European festival of international yacht racing. The thanks of the squadron are tendered to 

those members who so liberally gave trophies and donations to the prize and entertainment funds. The 

treasurer's statement and balance sheet show the squadron finances are in a very satisfactory state. 

 

A letter was read from Sir James R. Fairfax, regretting his inability to continue in the office of commodore, and 

wishing the squadron every success in the future. Eulogistic reference was made to the retiring commodore, 

who, it was stated, had been at the head of the squadron for no less than 11 seasons, viz., 1884-89, 1893-95, 

and 1904 to date, during which periods he had done much to forward the interests of the squadron and 

materially had assisted in bringing the Club to its present prosperous position. 

 

It was decided by the meeting to hold over the election for the position of commodore until next month. Mr. 

Arthur J. Milson was re-elected vice commodore and declared the following officers elected for the ensuing 

year - Rear commodore Mr. T. W. Bremner, hon. treasurer, Mr. J. A. Minnett; hon. official measurer, Mr. 

Walter Reeks; committee, Mr. F. Butler, Mr. W. J. Creagh, Mr. E. Hungerford, Mr. C. Lloyd Jones, Mr. R. L. 

Massie, Mr. A. G. Milson, Mr. R. Old, Mr. W. M. Paul, Mr. J. A. Ross, Mr. W. Reeks, Mr. H. M. Shelley, 

election committee, Mr. O. Bauer, Mr. W. M. Cameron, Mr. W. J. Creagh, Mr. J. M. D. Goddard, Mr. E. 

Hungerford, Mr. R. L. Massie, and Mr. P. N. Russell. 

 

Prize money to the extent of over £200 towards next season's racing was promised by the members present, and 

a trophy was given by the retiring commodore (Sir Jas R. Fairfax.) Another trophy, to be known as the Thelma 
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Cup, was also presented by the owner of Thelma, Mr. C. Lloyd Jones. 

 

In the following article, it is notable that the Club ñdecided not to carry out any racing.ò  The First World War 

was raging. 

 

Wednesday, 6th September, 1916 - Referee 

SAILING 

By CORINTHIAN. 

ROYAL SYDNEY YACHT SQUADRON. 

The annual general meeting of the R.S.Y.S. was held at the Club house, Kirribilli. The Commodore, Sir Alex. 

MacCormack, presided. The report and balance-sheet were adopted. Mention was made of the number of 

members on active service. The list included the following names: Sir Alex. MacCormack, Dr. H. J. Brennand, 

Dr. Gordon Craig, Dr. C. L. Macintosh, Dr. C. Retallack, Dr. J. B. St. V. Welch, and Messrs. C. M. Barker, G. 

F. Bestie, Herbert Binnie, P. Brown, R. D. Burns, William Cope, F. M. Coxon, L. E. Dawson, O. B. Dibbs, W. 

F. Forrest, R. M. King, R. L. Johnson, W. M. Marks, H. Millett, Stewart Milson, H. J. Preston, R. W. Potter, J. 

T. Toohey, and C. M. Young. The officials appointed for the season 1916 17 are: ð Commodore, Sir Alex. 

MacCormack; vice-commodore, Mr. A. J. Milson; rear commodore, Mr. T. W. Bremner; hon. treasurer Mr. J. 

A. Minnett; general committee, Messrs. F. Butler, W. J. Creagh, F. J. Doran, E. Hungerford, C. Lloyd Jones, 

Alfred G. Milson, R. Old, W. M. Paul, W. Reeks, J. A. Ross, and H. M. Shelley. It has been decided not to carry 

out any racing programme this season. 

 

I have been unable to find anything in particular about Willie Paul but the following obituaries for his parents 

indicate the family from which he came.  It makes interesting reading. 

 

Tuesday, 28th October, 1922 - Sydney Morning Herald 

DEATH OF MR. W. H. PAUL. 

VETERAN NORTH SYDNEY RESIDENT. 

One of the oldest residents of North Sydney, Mr. William Henry Paul, died at his residence, Altona, Paul-street, 

North Sydney, on Thursday morning. Mr. Paul was born 82 years ago, in a house with a water frontage to 

Circular Quay, and when four years of age he was taken to North Sydney by his parents. He was in the employ 

of Mason Bros. for many years in their shipping department, and later was associated with the London 

Assurance Company. An original member of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, Mr. Paul was one of the crew of 

Mr. Alfred Milson's yachts Waitangi and Era, and for several seasons he successfully sailed Mr. W. C. 

Trickett's yacht Mabel. Fishing was another hobby of Mr. Paul's, and he was expert in that sport and in 

shooting. 

 

Wednesday, 18th April, 1928 - Sydney Morning Herald 

MRS. FRANCES PAUL  

One of the oldest residents of North Sydney, Mrs. Frances Paul, widow of the late Mr. W. H. Paul, of Altona, 

Paul-street, died last night after a brief illness. Mrs. Paul was born in Tasmania 88 years ago, but came to New 

South Wales as a child, and for nearly 70 years had lived at Milson's Point. She leaves four sons and two 

daughters - Henry Paul, of Lane Cove; William M. Paul, of Macquarie street; Frederick Luther Paul, of North 

Sydney; Robert Paul, of North Sydney, Mrs. Colin Wardrop, of Dee Why, formerly of Brisbane; and Miss Nellie 

Paul, of North Sydney. 

 

Willie Paul died on the 29th July, 1951, aged 86. 

August, 2015 

 

Copyright:  John Maclurcan, 2019 
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E P Andreas 
 

Not all the characters painted by Herbert Beecroft for the RSYS were well known yachtsmen.  Such a 

personality was Eheinreich Phillip Andreas, painted by Beecroft in 1925.  Mr. Andreas was clearly a ñlarger 

than lifeò identity who was better known in fishing circles.  The following biography is available in 

ñWik ipediaò on the internet and explains: 

 

Ehienriech Phillip [Harry] Andreas was an Australian businessman and company director. As a big-game 

fisherman he pioneered the sport in New Zealand. He was the inventor of the Andreas Fortuna Game Fish Reel 

and is described in the 1935 edition of Who's Who in Australia as being of "Independent Means.ò 

 

Harry Andreas was born in 1879 in Sydney, the first son of Australian-born Hannah Denning and English-born 

Phillip Ehienriech Andreas. During his childhood, the Andreas family lived in Palace Street, Petersham. 

Andreas was educated at Newington College where he was 

a talented sportsman and shot. From his earliest years out 

of school, Andreas was notable as a sportsman with his 

activities chronicled by the Sydney Morning Herald and 

other newspapers. 

 

In 1902, Andreas married Alice May Burton, the daughter 

of William Henry Burton of Leicester, England. The 

marriage produced two sons and two daughters. 

 

Leuralla was Andreas's house in Leura. In 1903 a house 

was built on the current site but was destroyed by bushfire 

in 1909. Between 1910 and 1914 the present house was 

built and is a notable example of an early 20th Century 

permanent residence for a wealthy family.  The property is 

still owned by the family and now houses a toy and 

railway museum. Andreas also maintained a family 

residence on Sydney Harbour at Elamang Avenue, 

Kirribilli . 

 

In 1905, Andreas applied to the Commonwealth 

Commissioner of Patents to register his improvements to 

an acetylene generator. Only 46 of his "Fortuna Reel 

Andreas Pat. No 123405/18 & 19 Ex Wide" were produced between 1934 and 1936 and one was sold at auction 

in London on 14 July 2012 for £5,200.  His friend and fellow Old Newingtonian, George Harker, was the 

inventor of a patented system of extinguishing fires at sea and fumigation and in 1908 when the Harker Fire 

Extinguisher and Fumigator Company was formed, Andreas became a director. 

 

During the 1927 Royal Tour of Australasia, Andreas acted as a fishing guide for The Duke and Duchess of York 

(later King George VI and Queen Elizabeth) in the Bay of Islands. Whilst her parents were fishing with Andreas 

the young Princess Elizabeth (later Queen Elizabeth II) was at home in London but during the 1954 Royal Visit 

to Australia, Andreas welcomed Her Majesty and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh as guests at 

Leuralla. 

 

From as early as 1906, Andreas was the Country Vice-President in Leura for the Old Newingtonians' Union 

(ONU) and he continued to serve in that position until his death in 1955. Andreas presented annually a Hardy 

Brothers medal to the Newington College boy who was the highest scorer in the AAGPS shooting competition.  

From 1956 until 1969 the Andreas Medal continued to be presented in his honour by the ONU.  In 1994, the 
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Andreas Medal was funded in perpetuity by his grandchildren. Harry Andreas died in Bowral in 1955, survived 

by his four children. 

 

Beecroft has celebrated Mr. Andreasôs prowess at 

game fishing with the scale of the catch.  For once, 

the painting is not dominated by the caricature of 

the subject.  The title of the painting is ñThe Joy of 

the Deep Sea Fisherman.ò  The ocean is calm, the 

sky is blue and the catch is enormous, so for what 

more could a fisherman ask?  On the bottom right, 

it asks ñGot Himò?  One could ask ñWho has got 

who?ò  It could be that the Fish has got Mr. 

Andreas rather than the other way around! 

 

In the background on the left is Mr. Andreasôs 

newly launched yacht ñPrince Alfred.ò  The 

following article describes its launch. 

 

Friday, 25th December, 1925 - Arrow  

THE PRINCE CLASS. 

The new 28ft Prince class yachts, Prince Alfred (E. 

P. Andreas), Scarab II. (Dr. Cyril Shepherd), and 

Riawena (Dr. S. H. Kirkland) have been placed in 

the water, and their magnificent lines have won the 

affection of almost every yachting enthusiast. The 

new boats will be given their maiden race at 

Pittwater for a handsome cup, valued at £15, 

presented by Major Bros, and Co., Ltd. The 

performances of these boats will be watched with 

interest, as they are of the cruising type, suitable for 

racing and pleasure. If successful there will be a 

big increase in the fleet for next year's racing. 

 

The Prince Class yachts were designed by A. C. Barber in 1925 for the Prince Alfred Yacht Club and were 

intended for both racing and cruising.  As I write this essay, I have found that a fully restored ñScarab IIò is 

currently for sale, listed at $45,000.  The photo shows a raised deck yacht, not unlike the Ranger Class in profile 

as can be seen in the painting. 

 

I have noted that Mr. Andreas was clearly a character.  The following articles are delightful to read.  In the first 

one, Mr. Andreas has resolved the monotony of a train trip to Leura with a luncheon. 

 

Friday, 20th December, 1918 - The Blue Mountain Echo 

Friends of the 'Fish' Fraternise. 

LUNCHED BY MR. E. P. ANDREAS. 

Nearly a score of well-known patrons of the ñFishò train, comprising past and present residents of the 

Mountains, were entertained by Mr. E. P. Andreas, at luncheon at Paris House, on Wednesday last. The squire 

of "Leuralla", had conceived the felicitous idea of bringing together, at this festive period, those whom he had 

been accustomed to travel with in a well-known reserved compartment of the "Fish", famed alike for its 

hospitality, its fine traditions of personal conduct, and its inexhaustible resources for self-entertainment as an 

antidote to the tedium of the daily journey, to and fro. After a vigorous exploitation of a real, first-rank Paris 

House menu, which (it was subsequently learned) sorely tested the digestive powers of those of the guests wont 

to confine their mid-day repast to "a roll and tea," Host Andreas submitted the toast of "The King," which was 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perpetuity
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received with thunderous acclamation and the singing of the National Anthem. "The Old 'Fish'ð may she run 

forever!" was the succeeding toast. The company, to a man, obviously recalled the fact that the historical train 

had been running without a break for more than forty years, and, during the great railway strike, was the only 

passenger train that continued to run (thanks to the dutiful patriotism of driver, guard and fireman), the toast 

was honored with enthusiastic applause mingled with cries of 'Good old Fish'. Other appropriate toasts were 

duly honored, including 'Our Host,' whose popularity with the company was attested in unmistakable fashion. 

The casualties were nil, except that the richly decorated table was divested of its many golden baskets of 

delphiniums by those desirous of carrying off some souvenir of "the most ripping dinner ever." It may be 

mentioned that a well-known and popular Hazelbrook residence was 'fined' for addressing the chair with his 

mouth full, the line going, with others, justly levied, to the "tip" box.  An immense two-gallon bottle that had 

held Schweppes' "best dry," was appropriated by an old gentleman from Springwood, whose subsequent 

struggles to carry it off to his home created not a little amazement, and even shocked some, who mistook the 

real character of the giant container. 

 

Tuesday, 3rd September, 1935 - The Brisbane Telegraph 

BIG GAME FISHING 

Veteran Angler's Lecture. 

Mr. E. P. Andreas, veteran game angler and world authority on the sport, in a lecture to the New South Wales 

Rod Fishers' Society recently, said that the Australian coastline offered unrivalled possibilities for the 

development of game angling, and the coming season would be one of considerable activity, particularly on the 

New South Wales coast (says the ñSydney Morning Herald"). Before showing and explaining a number of 

lantern slides depicting many phases of game angling, Mr. Andreas gave members some instructive points on 

the tackle and tactics necessary for the sport and showed some of his own much-used tackle to illustrate many 

of them. One exhibit of particular interest was a very light rod which many would regard as being an excellent 

one for ordinary sea angling. Mr. Andreas explained that a mako shark weighing more than 500lb. had been 

taken on it with only 300 yards of No. 30 thread line. Among the pictures shown was that of the spear of a 

swordfish which had rammed a boat from which Mr. Andreas was fishing, and which had broken off, remaining 

in the planking. A little while afterwards, Mr. Andreas caught the same fish.  Another slide showed the head of a 

mako shark protruding through the bottom of a dinghy. A friend of Mr. Andreas's had the fish on his line when 

it suddenly slackened. Reeling in furiously to take up the slack, the angler received a tremendous shock when 

the mako rammed the dinghy, smashing through it from directly underneath with terrific force. It was killed 

before it could release itself and both dinghy and sharp were taken aboard the accompanying motor boat. Mr. 

Andreas said he did not consider that either of these incidents was the outcome of deliberate action on the part 

of the fish; the boat in each case simply happened to be in the direct path of the fish during its wild rush. 

 

In the following article, Mr. Andreas shows his community spirit. 

 

Friday, 6th March, 1936 - The Katoomba Daily 

BARKING DOGS 

(To the Editor). 

Sir, ð Might I, through your paper, voice a state of affairs existing in Leura that is causing a great deal of 

annoyance and irritation to the residents concerned. I feel certain that if such a state of affairs existed in 

Katoomba, means would be found to stop it immediately. Over the last eighteen months a number of fierce 

Alsatian dogs, which are apparently locked up and left without attention for long periods, howl, bark, and 

whine fearsomely, making night and day hideous. It is impossible to get rest during the night and I, through 

your paper, and on behalf of the residents, respectfully implore the civic bodies to take steps to stop the 

nuisance. Yours etc. 

E. P. ANDREAS 

August, 2015 

 

Postscript: 

The following additional information was provided by Squadron Member, Bill Manning in September, 2015: 
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ñE.P. Andreasô two sons never had to work for a living.  His eldest son Bill was a member of the Squadron as 

was his grandson and for a short time his great-grandson (all named Bill of Will).  His son Bill lived in a very 

large house at 11 Elamang Ave, Kirribilli, until they moved to Eridge Park in Bowral.  Each of these two 

houses had over 40 rooms.  The second was Phil who lived in Killara, NSW.  He made the ship models for the 

shipping companies (Burns Philip etc) and now held in the Sydney Heritage Fleet model room.  His grand-

daughters married Harry Seidler and the politician Clive Evatt.ò 

 

Copyright:  John Maclurcan, 2019 
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E J Bayly-Macarthur  
 

One of the last paintings done by L. Herbert Beecroft for the RSYS was that of Edward John Bayly-Macarthur 

in 1930.  The earliest reference I have been able to locate concerning Mr. Bayly-Macarthur and yachting is this 

charming piece in the Social Columns of 1894. 

 

Saturday, 17th February, 1894 - Sydney Morning Herald  

A yachting party is one of the most enjoyable of summer parties, provided the weather-god is propitious, and 

yet it would be difficult for more thorough amusement to be found in the same time than fell to the lot of Mr. 

Bayly-Macarthur's friends on board the Era on a very rainy day not a week ago. An excellent luncheon was 

served, and as the yacht did not leave her moorings there was not the danger of accidents from sudden waves, 

&c, and later, comfortably placed on the high seats, there was much enjoyment as the ladies chatted, whilst 

some of the party contributed excellent music. Mrs. and the Misses Pilcher, Mrs. Sahl, Mr. W. B. Mitchell, Miss 

Enid Macarthur, Miss Florence Binnie, Miss Clara Manning, Mr. Jay, Mr. A. G Milson, Captain Fowle, Count 

Schlippenbach, Mr. von Arnheim, Mr. Otto Bauer, Mr. A. W. Nathan, and the host of the day made up the party 

which, numerically, was much smaller than was expected, 

owing to the weather. Afternoon tea followed at the usual 

hour, and so cosy were the visitors that not until 7 o'clock 

did the company separate. 

 

In Beecroftôs painting the title on the top left-hand side 

says, ñMe and óimò, meaning ñMe and Him.ò  ñMeò, the 

bearded character standing on the foredeck, is pointing to 

ñHim.ò  ñHimò is clearly Mr. Bayly-Macarthur by 

comparison to the photo from ñSydney Sailsò and Me, is 

Beecroft himself.  This is the only time when he appears in 

one of his paintings. 

 

The gents are out for a good dayôs fishing with a fish on the 

hook and a tin of oyster sauce on the stern.  Sadly, the 

painting is one that has deteriorated with mould and 

requires restoration.  All donations towards restoration will 

be gratefully accepted by the Archive Committee. 

 

On the back of the painting, it has been recorded that the 

yacht is the 28 foot ñNyria.ò  I have found that ñNyriaò is a 

Couta boat which is alive and kicking in 2015, sailing out 

of Sorrento in Victoria.  The Couta boats are very popular, 

enjoying a resurgence in Victoria which has spread to the 

Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club in Pittwater and the Royal 

Prince Edward Yacht Club in Sydney.  Here is a description 

of ñNyriaò at the time Mr. Bayly-Macarthur bought her. 

 

Wednesday, 8th November, 1922 - Referee 

NYRIA. 

Nyria, Mr. Bayly-Macarthur's fine new cruiser, was built by J. B. Jones at Footscray, Victoria. She is stoutly 

built of Kauri pine, and has a length of 28ft, beam 9 1/2 ft, and draught 3 1/2 ft. She has been in Port Jackson 

several months, having been purchased locally by Mr. Macarthur. In the opening race of the season, for boats 

on the register of the Sydney Amateur Sailing Club, Nyria, although the only boat that started from scratch in a 

light breeze, was the winner. 
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It is amazing what you can find when you start looking. Here is the advertisement for the sale of ñNyriaò in 

1928. 

 

Wednesday, 1st February, 1928 - Sydney Morning Herald  

For Sale 

FAST CRUISER, "Nyria," 28ft, racing, cruising, and 

storm sails, balloon jib, winner of S.A.S. Club 

 races from scratch, including an ocean race. All-lead 

ballast. Rig spars, 2-cylinder English marine engine 

by Brooks and Co., Lowestoft, removable propeller. 

ALL IN FIRST-CLASS ORDER. 

Particulars with 

JOHNSTON and SON, Boatshed, Rose Bay, 

or BAYLY-MACARTHUR, Tele, 1100. 

 

Golf was Mr. Bayly-Macarthurôs other sporting love.  Here is an amusing reference. 

 

Monday, 13th July, 1931 - Sydney Mail  

GOLFER TRAPPED IN BUNKER.  

Mr. E. J. Bayly-Macarthur underwent an 

unenviable ordeal while playing golf on the Rose 

Bay links on Saturday afternoon. Unknown to 

him, the heavy rain during the week had saturated 

a sand pit forming a bunker, and, slicing a shot, 

the ball went on to the sand. Macarthur walked on 

to the bunker to retrieve it, but within a few 

seconds he commenced to disappear. He was up 

to his waist when his opponent arrived, and, with 

the aid of caddies, the player was extricated. It 

was later explained that some rocks had been 

removed from the bunker, because of the danger 

to Clubs, and the hole filled with sand. Players 

were not aware of this, but a notice was displayed 

after Mr. Macarthur's experience. 

 

Mr. Bayly-Macarthur died on the 28th of October, 

1933, at the height of the Great Depression.  His 

obituary tells us so much more about him than just 

his sailing exploits.  His portrait, shown here, is 

on the western wall of the 5th floor meeting room 

at the Clubhouse. 

 

Wednesday, 8th November, 1933 - Sydney Mail  

The Late Mr. E. J. Bayly -Macarthur 

By the death of Mr. E. J. Bayly-Macarthur on the 28th October last, at the age of 65, a link in one of the oldest 

family chains in the history of Australia has been snapped. Mr. Macarthur was a grandson of that Hannibal 

Macarthur who made a considerable place for himself in our early annals, and who was a cousin of the even 

more famous John Macarthur, of Camden, the pioneer of Australia's wool industry. Mr. Bayly-Macarthur 

himself was also a man of very varied parts. A barrister of forty yearôs standing ð he was admitted in 1893 ð 

he practised with success, mainly in the Common Law Jurisdiction, until his retirement a few years ago. But it 

was in the arena of sport that Mr. Macarthur was most widely known. His interests in this field were 

exceedingly large, and he engaged successfully at one time or another in cricket, tennis, golf, yachting, and 
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racing. His favourite sports were, however, undoubtedly golfing and yachting, and in both of these he gained a 

position of considerable eminence. Originally a member of the old Botany Golf Club, he learned the rudiments 

of the game there so well that in 1900 he was able to win the Hampden Cup championship of New South Wales 

and the championship of the Australian Golf Club. In 1905 he also won the championship of the Royal Sydney 

Golf Club. Mr. Macarthur was one of the founders of the Australian Golf Club and a member both of that Club 

and of the R.S.G.C. for many years. From his earliest youth Mr. Macarthur had been interested in yachting, 

having commenced his active participation in the sport in 1875, at the age of eight, when he became a member 

of the crew of the Ella, and later of the Meteor, both 8ft dinghies, and both owned by the late Mr. John 

Gilchrist. A little later he was with Colonel Gascoigne's crew in the Carina and with the late Mr. A. G. Milson 

in the Era. He sailed at various times a number of his own yachts, including the Wanganella, the Nyria, the Gol 

Gol, and the Winji Winji. He handled them with considerable skill, in one season winning the Sydney Amateur 

Sailing Club's gold medal for the skipper with the best record for the year, and a little later also winning the 

Brothers Cup. When the 21ft restricted class was initiated, Mr. Macarthur sailed as mainsheet hand in the first 

E.O.J.; but latterly he had limited his association with the sport mainly to the administrative side. At the time of 

his death he was vice-commodore of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, of which he first became a member 

nearly forty years ago. A man of many friends and of many activities, of a singularly good humour and of wide 

and generous impulses, the loss of Mr. Bayly-Macarthur will be keenly felt by a large circle of friends 

throughout the social and sporting world of Australia. 

 

After Mr. Bayly-Macarthurôs death, a trophy was introduced to the Club in his memory.  From ñSydney Sailsò, 

in 1934, I quote: 

 

ñVanessa reasserted her old supremacy by winning the Gascoigne and Norn Cups, and also the Bayly-

Macarthur Cup, presented by Mrs. Bayly-Macarthur in memory of her husband. This trophy was for annual 

competition, for the yacht on the Squadronôs register holding the best racing record in each year. In this first 

award, two other yachts, Morna (D. F. H. Packer) and A. Mustonôs Windward I, actually gained more points 

than Vanessað they tiedðbut had failed to fulfill all the required conditions.ò 

 

The trophy was last won by Zeus II (Jim Dunstan) in the 2006/07 Season. 

August, 2015 

 

Copyright:  John Maclurcan, 2019 
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R Windeyer  
 

One of the last caricatures painted by L. Herbert Beecroft for the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron is dated July 

1932 and the subject is Richard Windeyer.  The painting is in need of restoration and any generous benefactors 

within the Club would be welcome to offer their services (a donation). 

 

Like all of the later paintings, it is very straightforward with Mr. Windeyer at 

the helm of his vessel and a crest of a swallow in the top right-hand side with 

the Latin caption ñUsque ad inferosò which could be interpreted as ñEven to 

the gates of hell.ò  I am really not sure what the significance of the caption is 

but it may be a reference to Mr. Windeyerôs dedication to legal affairs.  Once 

again, if any reader can enlighten the Archive Committee, we would be happy 

to shout a drink at the bar, particularly if a hot cocoa is just your thing. 

 

 
 

From ñThe Australian Dictionary of Biographyò, I located the following: 

 

ñRichard Windeyer (1868-1959), barrister, was born on 9 September, 1868, at Darlinghurst, Sydney, eldest 

son of  Sir William Charles Windeyer, barrister, and his wife Mary Elizabeth, née Bolton. He was educated at 

Sydney Grammar School and the University of Sydney. Richard was a resident of St Paul's College, edited 

Hermes and graduated B.A. in 1891.  He belonged to the Australian and University Clubs. 

 

A committee-member (1893) of the Articled Clerks' Association, from 1892 Richard was judge's associate to his 

father before being admitted to the Bar on the 10th of August, 1894.  He built up a solid practice, beginning on 

the Hunter River and Northern circuits. In Sydney he practiced at Denman Chambers. On 23rd of December, 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/windeyer-sir-william-charles-1062
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/windeyer-lady-mary-elizabeth-1059































































































































































