
Life and Times - Members Hon. Life and some others.

Event/Topic Category

SORT DATE  

YYYYMMDD
Year

     Life and Times of the  Sydney Amateur Sailing Club                                                                                                                                                                  From its Foundation 

in 1872                                                                                                                                     Event/Topic Description                                                                                         April 10, 

2026.

Historical 

Context or 

Cmdre. in office 

that year

Ref:- SASC 

Bks CB SB 

EY, Ann Rpt., 

SASC News

LINKS      

Book 1(CB)   

Book 2(SC)  

Hon. Boards

LINKS      

Book 1(CB)   

Book 2(SC)  

Hon. 

Boards

LINKS      

Book 1(CB)   

Book 2(SC)  

Hon. Boards

LINKS      Book 

1(CB)   Book 

2(SC)  Hon. 

Boards

Member 18730703 1873 Commodore late for start. Letters to Sydney Morning Herald. Amora 1st ErlYrs p9

Member 18760415 1876 Mr S.Hayman has ordered a new open boat from Donnelly to be constructed in time for the Balmain Regatta. Melville 2nd

Member HL 19040731 1904 Walter Reeks Elected Hon. Life Member.Owner of Mulgoa, San Pan. Crane 12th CB 45 Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19060732 1906 J. O. Fairfax, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1891. Owner of Brownie, Gnome . Crane 12th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19080730 1908 D.E. Walker Elected Hon. Life Member in 1908. Owner of Olive . Dibbs 14th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19090731 1909 W.L. Hunt Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1889.Owner of  Mulgoa, San Pan . Walters 15th

Member 19120321 1912 Farewell Dinner for Judge O. Backhouse. 150 guests attended. He said the SASC -" is the Nursery of yachtsmen". Backhouse 16th

Member HL 19200731 1920 C. B. Meyer Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1913. Burraneer, Oribi . Down 18th

Member HL 19200731 1920 J. T. Reardon Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1914. Down 18th

Member HL 19200731 1920 F. J. Doran Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1892.Federal, Inez, Irex,Mercia, Plover, Sophia, Sunbeam, Vitoria. Down 18th

Member HL 19200731 1920 J. C. MacDonald Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1886. Down 18th

Member HL 19200731 1920 R. J.Gray Elelected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1906. Down 18th

Member HL 19220731 1922 H. B. Pickering Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1887. Wyvern, Xarifa,Sappho, Triton, Curlew. Down 18th

Member HL 19220731 1922 J. W. Pickering Elelected Hon. Life member. Joined 1892. Down 18th

Member HL 19220731 1922 H.M. Shelley Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1891. Waimea, Vialili, Porpoise, Sea Scout. Down 18th

Member HL 19220731 1922 E. M. Moors Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1890. Yogi. Down 18th

Member HL 19220731 1922 A. T. Gale elected Hon. Life Member Joine Joined 1883. 

Member HL 19220732 1922 Alf T. Gale, Elected Hon Life Member. Joined 1883. Down 18th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19220732 1922 Mark Foy. Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1889. Flying Fish, Kananook, Irex . Down 18th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19240732 1924 M. W. Asher, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1908. Treasurer 1910-1926. Edna, The Imps. Down 18th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19250732 1925 Rt.Hon. Lord Foster P.C. G.C.M.G,   Governor General. Elected Hon. Member. Joined 1921.  Corella. Down 18th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19260731 1926 His Hon. Judge G.  H. Fitzhardinge Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1907 - 1939. Mia, Una. Down 18th

Member HL 19270731 1927 W. L. Dendy Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1914 - 1948. Chance, Chance II, Sea Bird, Native, Sea Rover, Salacia. Down 18th

Member HL 19270732 1927 R(Dick) H. C. Down, Elected Hon. Life Member.Joined in 1911 - 1963. Commodore 1914-1934. Rana. Down 18th Bk1 p3 p18 10201439

Member 19340712 1934 Commodore R H C Down retires after 21 years. Down 18th bk p3 73

Member HL 19370731 1937 S. D. Wenborn Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1921 - 1940. Koorong, Stormy Petrel. Robson 19th

Member HL 19370732 1937 Walter Rayment Elected Hon.Life Member. Joined 1907 - 1959.  Captain, Treasurer (26 years), Starter 3 (years). Margarita, Frolic, Snowdrop. Robson 19th CB 49 Bk1 p3 p18 8202130

Member HL 19370732 1937 Stan Spain, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1903 - 1967. Mischief, Stormy Petrel, Imp, Secret. Robson 19th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19380731 1938 C. W. Robson Elected Hon. Life member. Joined 1913 - 1935. M D R, Wyuna. Robson 19th

Member HL 19380731 1938 J. C. Davis Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1909. Brothers. Robson 19th

Member HL 19390733 1939 E. Cliff Gale, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1910 - 1968. Vagabon d,  June Bird, Lorelei, Wanderer, Wendy, Karoo, Ranger Lloyd H 20th Bk1 p3 p18

Member 19461122 1946 J. Hordern, owner of Monsoon , whose boat was on slips 1939-40, is now sailing again. He was a prisoner of war. Lloyd H 20th
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Member 19490430 1949 H. Campbell Hon. Auditor retired after 20 years but was prevailed upon to say on. Gale E C 21st CB 42

Member 19501223 1950 Tony Curtis, a club identity with his 36ft. Anonyma,  built for his father and launched on the 23rd Dec. 1950 in  Launceston.
Merrington E 

22nd
SC P129p

Member 19520500 1952 Cliff Gale on Ranger . Photo of Cliff and a young Bill Gale on Ranger . 
Merrington E 

22nd
10200625

Member HL 19530732 1953 H. S. Lloyd, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1933 - 1966. Foam, Waimea, Manaia, Waitere.
Merrington E 

22nd
Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19560824 1956 Oscar Backhouse Elected Hon. Life member. Joined 1907. Dawn, Dawn II, Hoana II.
Merrington E 

22nd

Member HL 19560824 1956 Les P Jones, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1929. He served on the 100th Anniversary Historical Committee.  San Pan, Tano, Kilkie .
Merrington E 

22nd
BK1Sup p18

Member HL 19580833 1958 Ernst J.Merrington, elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1929 - 1995. Commodore 1950-1958. Thurlo, Wanderer, Eventide. Fruse 23rd Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19600728 1960 Anthony W. Fruse, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1947. Past Commodore. Idle Hour . 
Merrington A 

24th

Member 19620511 1962 Tribute to Cliff Gale. 210 people attended and the highlight was the presentation to Cliff Gale on over 50 years continuous sailing.
Merrington A 

24th

Member HL 19630532 1963 W. J(Jack) Millard, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1929. Starter for ??? Years
Merrington A 

24th
Bk1 p3 p18

Member 19631101 1963 Commodore and 68 members wished Mr. & Mrs. Adams a safe trip to New Zealand in Hoana.
Merrington A 

24th
CB 49

Member HL 19640723 1964 A. W(Bill) Merrington, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1946 - 2011. Commodore 1960-1964. Eventide . Cassim 25th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19640723 1964 John Middelton, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1959. Was Chairman of the 100th Anniversary Historical Committee that published "The Amateurs". Cassim 25th BK1Sup p18

Member 19641201 1964 Commodore Nick Cassim advises entry in Sydney Hobart race. Cassim 25th CB 50

Member HL 19690523 1969 John Jackson OAM, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1954 - 2014.  Hang Loose, A'Bhritinn, Lady Luck, Frith, Freezing Hot. Schneider 27th

Member HL 19690732 1969 Nick G. Cassim, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1958 - 2022. Commodore 1964-1966 and Hon Solicitor. 1964-2024 Ondine, Lolita. Schneider 27th Bk1 p3 p18

Member 19701201 1970 Frank Talbot spent 2.5 weeks underwater on the USA, Tektite II, in the Virgin Islands. Schneider 27th SASC News 12197001

Member HL 19720732 1972 Brian Woods Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1949 - 2015. Commodore, Vice and Rear Commodore and Treasurer. Berry, Elaine, Nirvana. Lloyd S 28th

Member HL 19720732 1972
H. Laurie Schnieder Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1964 - 2014. Past Commodore, five-time Gold medalist, Kelly Cup,  & 2nd Century. Plate. Larriken, 

Larriken II, Scarecrow. 
Lloyd S 28th

Member 
19730800 1973 W. David Rayment, Life Member. Joined in 1936. On the 100th Ann. Historical Committee. Frolic II, Snowdrop, Stardust, Blue Jacket . Lloyd S 28th BK1Sup p18

Member        19730800 1973 J V Raffin Joined 1966. A member of the 100th Anniversary Historical Committee. Arana Lloyd S 28th BK1Sup p18

Member HL 19740725 1974 D.W(Bill) Gale OAM, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1948 - 2025. Ranger . Willis 34th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19750801 1975 S. B. Lloyd, Elected Hon. Life member. Joined 1938 - 2004. Commodore.  Waitere, Gusty, Foam, Jalna, Strider. Jackson H 20th

Member 19780720 1978 Rosemary Hay, Race Secretary was the first woman elected to the Board. Crisp 31st B2P4p2

Member HL 19860717 1986
Victor Dibben Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1973 - 2017. He served in almost every office. Twice Commodore, Starter, Training Officer- RYA courses. 

Maruder, Salamander, Stella Claire, Silver Gull, Springleing, Saturn.
Jeremy 33rd

Member HL 19880732 1988 W. A (Tony)Ashleigh, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1958. June Bird , Carefree . First Boatshed Manager. Lost a leg in a tragic accident on the SASC slipway. Garrow 36th Bk1 p3 p18

Member HL 19900732 1990 Jack B. Earl OAM. Elected Hon. Life Member.Joined in  1990.  Kathleen Gillette, Maris, Smoky Cape, June Bird . Lawler 37th Bk1 p3 p18
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Member HL 19910731 1991 R. L. Skinner Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1963 - 2014. Vice-Commodore. Mehitabel, Alleena. Lawler 37th

Member HL 19930731 1993 Peter Garrow Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1975 - 2013. Sunchaser Morris 38th

Member HL 19930732 1993 John C. Jeremy AM, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined - 1971 -2024. Past Commodore,  Editor of SASC News and photographer, and Starter 1979 -2025. Morris 38th Bk1 p3 p18

Member 19930901 1993 Vice-Commodore T. Saunders resigned. F. Bevis, Hon. Tres. appointed Vice-Commodore. T. Clarkson appointed Hon. Tres. Morris 38th

Member 19940730 1994
Passing of Roger Gale a SASC member for 61 years and a Life Member from 1968. A Finn Class Dinghy expert and sometimes Ranger skipper.  He was the Joint 

Chief Instructor of Junior Sailing at RSYS. 
Morris 38th N Nov 94

Member HL 19950530 1995 R(Bob)Lawler Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1977 - 2008. Past Commodore, Vice Commodore. Bettina, Firetel. Morris 38th

Member 19970402 1997 Vice Commodore R. Munn resigned. T. Clarkson resigns as Hon Tres. then appointed Vice Commodore. T. Saunders appointed Hon.Treasurer. Bevis 39th

Member 19980731 1998 SASC News - Vic Dibben retires as editor after 20 years. A tremendous job well done. The new editor John Jeremy will publish it bi- monthly. Clarkson 40th N Aug 98

Member HL 19980731 1998 John Morris Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1977. Clarkson 40th

Member HL 19980731 1998 Fred J.Bevis Elected Hon. Life Member, Joined 1977. Hon Treasurer, Vice-commodore, Commodore later Archivist. Brigadoon, Warana, Tio Hia, Colleen III. Clarkson 40th

Member 19981001 1998 Peter Pangs, Chair of the Adams 10 Committee resigned due to business commitments. John Sturrock now takes on that role. Clarkson 40th N Oct 98

Member 19981226 1998
Jim Lawler  - Lost at sea in the sinking of the Winston Churchill during the extraordinary weather conditions experienced in the Sydney Hobart Yacht race that 

year. A tragic loss of a significant member of the Club. Vale by Ian Mackintosh in SASC News.
Clarkson 40th 2199805

Member 19990530 1999 At the AGM, Life Member John Gibson described his experiences in Hobart in 1998 on Winston Churchill. A moving experience. Clarkson 40th 6199904

Member 19990901 1999 Vale Harry Pfeiffer, Life Member 1929 -1999. Owner of Caprice a fife design.  Four Gold medals and the Gretel Trophy. Clarkson 40th 819998 10199920 12199911

Member 19990910 1999 Vale Donald Maclurcan OBE Life Member 1962 - 1999. Owner of Mhari Dhu, Mirrabooka, Morag Bheag . 1019997

Member 20000119 2000 Vale Hugh Jackson, Commodore, Hon. Life Member, Owner of Awanui  and Portia. 42000

Member HL 20000731 2000 B. Wallace former MASC Hon. Life Members. Joined SASC 2000. Clarkson 40th

Member HL 20000731 2000 G H Stephens former MASC Hon Life Members. Joined SASC 2000. Clarkson 40th

Member 20010431 2001
Vice Commodore Charles Maclurcan awarded "The Official of the Year" for his involvement in the Olympics and many other contributions to sailing over many 

years.
Clarkson 40th

Member HL 20010530 2001
Dennis Adams OAM, official war artist for WW II, passed. Australia lost one of its finest artists. A regular visitor on Gaffers Day, he was the creator of the 

Captain Slocom trophy and one of the last 'Cape Horners' on Hertzogin, Cecile and Lawhill. 
Clarkson 40th N Apr 2001

Member HL 20010726 2001
Tony A Saunders, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1973. Hon. Secretary and Vic-Commodore long term Board member. Kaigal, Thunder One, Acrux, Cygnet, 

Rapier.
Maclurcan 41st

Member
20011231 2001 Hugh O'Neil in M ark Twain c ompleted another Sydney Hobart, s etting a record number of races for an individual yacht. Maclurcan 41st 10200625

Member
20011231 2001 John Quinn with Polaris of Belmont,  finished first in his division in the Sydney Hobart. Maclurcan 41st

Member 20040127 2004 Bill Merrington's 90th Birthday. Maclurcan 41st 2200431

Member 20040210 2004 Grundig   Sean Langman. David Salter, on assignment for Australian Yachting, joins her crew in the Flinders Island race. Maclurcan 41st 2200424

Member 20050105 2005 David Salter - A boat by anyother Name Evans 42nd 2200524

Member HL 20050309 2005
Charles B Maclurcan, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1978. Commodore, Vice & Rear Commodore, SASC Stater and Olympic Sailing Course official. Qui 

Vive.
Evans 42nd

Member 20050915 2005 Bill Gale starts his 60th consecutive sailing season. Evans 42nd 10200525

Member 20060520 2006 Bill Gale - Ranger is not a Couta Boat. Evans 42nd 6200624
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Member 20100520 2010 Victor Dibben retires from starting duties. Crawford 43rd 6201011 8201005

Member 20100804 2010 Charles Maclurcan, presented the Lawhill Bell to the Club at the Annual General Meeting. Hogan 44th 8201021

Member 20120126 2012 The passing of John Tomasetti Jan 5 2005. Tribute  written by Andre van Stom. Hogan 44th 2200524

Member 20120201 2012 Club licensed by AYF to deliver AYF courses - V. Dibben trainer Hogan 44th 2201222

Member 20120500 2012
The passing of A. W. (Bill) Merrington, aged 98, on the 2nd May 2012. An Hon. Life Member, Past Commodore and 43 years on the SASC Board. He was the 

Commodore at the time of the acquisition of the Clubhouse at Green Street. Eventide .
Hogan 44th 6201205

Member 20120502 2012 Jack Millard  - Repairs "Bottom Job." Hogan 44th

Member 20120601 2012 Martin van der Wall's Hoana repair work, required after a major accident, completed by Simon Sadubin, has strengthened the boat. Southerly Hogan 44th

Member 20120800 2012 Lord Howe 10th Classic Yacht BBQ Cruise. Hogan 44th 8201216

Member HL 20130707 2013
Tony Clarkson, elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1985. Commodore, Vice-Commodore, Treasurer,  Starter. Oversaw the merge with MASC. Maid Maryke, 

Maring, Mausie .
Tims 45th 08 2011 05

Member 20140401 2014 Past commodore Victor Dibben turns 100 Tims 45th

Member HL 20140701 2014 Trevor K Cosh, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined 1995. An extraordinary record in organising and maintaining Club assets with voluntary labour.  Azzurro. Evans 42nd

Member HL 20140701 2014 John Crawford, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1985. Commodore. Vanity. Hogan 44th

Member 20140909 2014 Vale John Jackson OAM, Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1954.  Sailed his last voyage. Tribute Nick Cassim Tims 45th 10201425

Member 20140921 2014 Vale Laurie Schneider, Past Commodore, Hon. Life Member. A passionate Thunderbird sailor. Tribute to y Saunders. Tims 45th 10201426

Member 20141017 2014 Yachting Australia Award - Bill Gale,  Lifetime Achievement Award. Tims 45th 12201424

Member 20141201 2014

Tom Selby was a multi-facetted Australian personality, who lived life to the full as an Australian doctor and soldier. He lived through World War I, the Great 

Depression, pre-war New Guinea and experienced front-line combat in World War II as a member of the Sixth Division in the 2nd AIF. A(Tom)  C. Selby, MD, 

donated the knot board to the Club. It was made by Sandy Boxshell of HMAS Tingira. Tom’s career in medicine began as a ship’s doctor. He served on SS 

Changte , SS Montoro , MV Parrakool a and RMS Orcades ,and, from his memoirs, it seems to have been a cavalcade of wild parties and comedic episodes. He 

served the country with distinction during World War II in campaigns in Greece and New Guinea. In his work, he supervised the recuperation of many 

servicemen from the ravages of diseases such as malaria, etc.

Tims 45th 122014

Member HL 20150601 2015 W(Bill) T Hogan, Elected Hon. File Member. Joined 1979.  Past Commodore. Rama, Hotspur, Hotspur 2. Tims 45th

Member HL 20150601 2015
Maggie Stewart, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 2013. Assistant Race Secretary.  A tireless worker for the efficient conduct of Club racing. Pinchgut, 

Pinchgut Fore., 
Tims 45th

Member HL 20180601 2018 A(Tony) L .Barry Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1983. Hon. Starter 2011 - 2025, 14 years.  Wimaway, Ben Boyd Road. Dover 46th

Member 20181002 2019 Nevil Chidgey  LM passed away. Mystic Seven He  visited Lord Howe Island 20 times between 1975 and 1995 with his wife, Val. Dover 46th

Member 20200530 2020 John Jeremy retires from the Board after 42 years service. Dover 46th 10202019

Member HL 20200602 2020 Bruce Dover, Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 1987. Commodore, Vice and Rear Commodore. Sawasdee, EZ Street . Kelly 47th 820204

Member 20200610 2020 David Salter - Recalls two long-forgotten yachting tragedies as detailed in John Maclurcans self-ublished book Beecroft's Caricatures. Kelly 47th 2202010

Member 20230601 2023 Tony Clarkson - Reflection Interview by David Salter. Kelly 47th Podcast 6202317

Member HL 20240601 2024 S. J. Kelly Elected Hon. Life Member. Joined in 2007. Commodore, Vice and Rear Commodore.  Super Tramp II, Lonely. Scott 48th

Member 20250300 2025 Passing of D W (Bill) Gale. Scott 48th 4202509v

Member 20250518 2025 Vale John Jeremy - Leader, Editor, Shipbuilder. Commodore, Board member for 42 years, photographer, and tireless worker for the Club. Scott 48th 5202506

Member 20250518 2025 Vale Bill Gale OAM Hon. Life Member and stalwart of the Ranger class crossed the bar. Scott 48th 820254
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https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SASC0812-W-1.pdf#page=16
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SASC0811W.pdf#page=5
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SASC1014W.pdf#page=25
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SASC1014W.pdf#page=26
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SASC1214W.pdf#page=24'
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/SASC-Honour-Board-2021-08-21.pdf
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/SASC-Honour-Board-2021-08-21.pdf
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Sydney-Amateur-Sailing-Club-Newsletter-SASC0820W.pdf#page=4
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Sydney-Amateur-Sailing-Club-Newsletter-SASC-News-June-2023-Web-1.pdf#page=17
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025-May-Newsletter.pdf#page=9
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025-May-Newsletter.pdf#page=6
https://sasc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025-August-Newsletter-Version.pdf#page=3


Life and Times - Members Hon. Life and some others.

Event/Topic Category

SORT DATE  

YYYYMMDD
Year

     Life and Times of the  Sydney Amateur Sailing Club                                                                                                                                                                  From its Foundation 

in 1872                                                                                                                                     Event/Topic Description                                                                                         April 10, 

2026.

Historical 

Context or 

Cmdre. in office 

that year

Ref:- SASC 

Bks CB SB 

EY, Ann Rpt., 

SASC News

LINKS      

Book 1(CB)   

Book 2(SC)  

Hon. Boards

LINKS      

Book 1(CB)   

Book 2(SC)  

Hon. 

Boards

LINKS      

Book 1(CB)   

Book 2(SC)  

Hon. Boards

LINKS      Book 

1(CB)   Book 

2(SC)  Hon. 

Boards

Member 20250617 2025

Hugh Treharne appointed joint Patron. "Hugh’s extraordinary contribution was not just to the sportmof sailing at the highest levels, but to the Amateurs in 

particular. He looked after our

moorings, raced on our boats and inspired us, quietly adding to the spirit of the place.”

Scott 48th 820053

Member 20250624 2025 Vale Hugh Treharne OAM. A quite cahiever only 7 days after being appointed SASC joint Patron. Bruce Dover remembers him. Scott 48th 8200516
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